
 

GATOR TALES STAFF 
Editor:  

Millie Currey 

LHVGatorTales@outlook.com 

315-854-6248 

 

Asst. Editor:  

Alice Larson: 732-546-2304 

 

Columnist: 

Jerry Smith 

Helen Hurr 

Ezell Willis 

 

Delivery Staff:  

David & Helen Hurr 

 

“Gator Tales” is available in  

color online at: 

https://heilercommunities.com/
community/lake-hammock-village/
#newsletter 

 
 

President: Laura Miller  419-204-0875 

Vice President: David Rawson  863-547-9326 

Secretary: Jerry Smith  708-910-8296 

Treasurer: Richard Gould  863-422-5902 

Directors: Debbie Bialecki  863-422-8296 

        Larry Quinter  913-660-6075     

        Jenn Ackley    207-229-9521 

 

 

 

 

    COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Memorials/Wreaths:  

  Dona Rawson 863-547-9326 

Special Events/Activities:  

   Larry Quinter  913-660-6075      

Sunshine:     Carol Gould    863-422-5902 

Welcome:     Ellie Quinter    913-205-5973 

 
LHV 

GATOR 
TALES 

HOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Lake Hammock Village 

36106 US Hwy 27 

Haines City, FL 33844 

863-421-5764 

https://heilercommunities.com/community/lake-hammock-village/#newsletter
https://heilercommunities.com/community/lake-hammock-village/#newsletter
https://heilercommunities.com/community/lake-hammock-village/#newsletter


NEWSLETTER 

I know that most of our residents do not realize how much work it takes to 

put our Gator Tales together, proofread everything, submit for approval and 

then send for printing. It is a very time-consuming job. Add to that 

submissions that are not properly formatted or submitted at the deadline 

with just handwritten information requesting that I make a flyer. Verbal 

information and anything handed to me at other times and/or activities can 

be misplaced, lost and forgotten.  

SO, PLEASE 

 All submissions to Gator Tales- must be either emailed to lhvgatortales@outlook.com 

or a hard copy left in the Gator Tales box in my RV port on the table near the entry 

door. This is the only way I can keep everything organized.  

If you are submitting information and requesting that I make your flyer for you, please 

SUBMIT NO LATER THAN THE 15th of the month as this takes additional time.  

All other information for Gator Tales needs to be submitted to me by the 20th of each 

month, with NO EXCEPTIONS. There is a blue/gray box outside my door in the RV 

port, you can drop your submission, or you can send it to the email: 

lhvgatortales@outlook.com. All submissions must be in WORD DOCUMENT or PDF 

with NARROW MARGINS (when not formatted properly, it takes more time to reformat 

for printing).  

If you need assistance with your submissions or have any questions about Gator Tales, 

please contact Millie Currey at 315-854-6248 or send an email.  

I really enjoy working on our Gator Tales and hope to continue as your editor. A big 

thank you to the Gator Tales staff: Alice Larson, Assistant Editor/Proofreader (with her 

assistants, Erick Larson and Jim Currey); Dave and Helen Hurr, Delivery Team; The 

Reporters, for their stories, interviews and picture submissions; flyer designers and 

residents who provide information and ideas for our community newsletter. 

We are always looking for new ideas and ways to improve our community paper. Any 

and all ideas will be happily accepted. 

 

Millie Currey, Gator Tales Editor 

 



NEWSLETTER 

 
Please: All submissions to Gator 

Tales- must be either emailed to  

lhvgatortales@outlook.com or a hard copy left in 

the Gator Tales box in my RV port on the table 

near the entry door. This 

is the only way I can keep everything 

organized. Verbal requests get forgotten. 

If you are submitting information and 

requesting that I make your flyer for you, 

please SUBMIT NO LATER THAN THE 15th of 

the month as this takes additional time. 

 
Also, information for Gator Tales needs to be 
submitted to me by the 20th of each month, 
with NO EXCEPTIONS. There is a blue/gray 
box outside my door in the RV port, you can 
drop your submission, or you can send it to 
the email: lhvgatortales@outlook.com. All 
submissions must be in WORD DOCUMENT 
or PDF with narrow margins. If you need 
assistance with your submissions or have 
any questions about Gator Tales, please 
contact Millie Currey at 315-854-6248 or send 
an email. We are always looking for new ideas 
and ways to improve our community paper. 

 
 

ACTIVITIES CHAIRS 

Activities/Entertainment: 

Larry Quinter (913) 660-6075 

Birthdays/Anniversaries: 
Dona Rawson (863) 547-9326 
Diabetes Support Group: 
Maureen Hatfield (617) 874-7755 
Ladies’ Lunches: 
Maria Combs (863) 438-6643 

PLEASE, IF YOU SIGN UP AND FIND YOU CANNOT ATTEND, 

TEXT OR CALL MARIA AT THE ABOVE NUMBER. 

 
 

BINGO HOURS 

Doors Open: 4:30?? 
Food Service: 4:00?? 
Selling paper: 5:15-5:45 pm 
Start playing: 6:00 pm 

Don't cook on Monday night, let us do the 

cooking for you. 

FOOD BANK 
 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 
Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to 
share. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of this 

important ministry. We particularly appreciate 

your generosity during the holiday season 

which is difficult for many of our neighbors. 

Donations will be delivered twice a month to St. 

Vincent De Paul Charities. They send their 

gratitude and love to our community. 

 

Non-perishable items and toiletries can be 
dropped off in the back room of the clubhouse. If 
you would like us to pick up items at your home 
please call and we would be happy do that. 
Dave and Sharyl Graham 
603-915-1757 
 

 

 

Grandma’s Attic 

All donated and returned medical devices are 

to be left with Chuck Presby, 38 Sargent St. 

(386-402-2409). Please return all borrowed 

items CLEAN. Thank you for all your donations 
over the years. 
 

 
Library 

   

 It is time to pass the torch to someone else 
for the library. It is with heavy heart; we are giving 
it up. We have done it over 20 years. Effective 
immediately. 

Signing off, 
The Librarians 
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UPCOMING EVENTS and NOTICES 
 
 
 

Bingo Food 

 Meals served every Monday night: Eat here or take out. 
Always looking for volunteers to help with Bingo food and bake desserts. If interested, call Art Stanley 
863-353-2690. 

Book Club 

Our book for December is Christmas in Plains by Jimmy Carter. All are welcome to join us on the 

second Saturday of each month at 10:00 in the clubhouse. For more information, contact Millie 

Currey at momcurrey@hotmail.com or text 315-854-6248 ***Special time for December 9:30. 
 

Craft Day 
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1:00. 

Diabetes Group 
Diabetes Group meets Dec.3rd 7pm clubhouse. Topic: Buddy Exercise! For more info, please contact    
Maureen Hatfield 617-874-7755. 147 Glen Este 

 
Euchre 
Euchre is on hiatus until??? 

LHV HOA 
 Board meeting 7pm Tuesday, December 2nd and General meeting 6PM Tuesday, December 9th.    
Watch your calendar and NOTE NEW TIME FOR GENERAL MEETING. 

 
Paint Class 
Paint Class first Wednesday of the month 12 noon to 2:00. 

Sassy Stitchers 

Sassy Stitchers is suspended until further notice. 

 
Upcoming Holiday Dinners 

Our annual Christmas dinner will be hosted by Sue Smith. Our New Year’s Eve Celebration will be 
hosted by Laura Miller. Anyone who would like to assist with any of these events, please contact the 
host/hostess for the event. 

 
 

mailto:momcurrey@hotmail.com


 

17th     Bill & Darlene Davis 
             

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Celebration   
 
Maria Combs will host December Birthdays and 

Anniversaries on December 7 at 6:00. 

Dona Rowson will continue to issue the Names 

and Birthday Anniversary dates for Gator Tales.  

HOWEVER, she is retiring as Hostess for the 

monthly celebration.  

The Activity Committee is interested in finding a 

new Hostess beginning January 2026. 

Dona has enjoyed using Music this year to en-

hance the monthly celebration.  

1st      Sharon Greenfield 
 
5th     Dawn Kraszewski 
 
7th      Gordon Arsenalt 
 
12th    Judy Loy 
 
13th    David Rawson 
 
14th    Brad Anderson 
 
15th    Bruce Martell 
 
16th    David Carpenter    
           Barbara Dickerson 
           Shelly Sibila 
 
18th    John Miller 
 
21st    David Lennox 
 
24th    Earla Herring 
 
25th    Gordon Giger 
 
26th    Maria Combs 
 
28th    Wanda Stanley  
            
31st    Greg Blackman 



                               
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Pam Leland—Hospital—Rehab 

Richard Spiegal—Hospital—Home 

Bob Baughman—Hospital--Home 

Our residents deserve a card from the 

Sunshine Committee when they are ill, 

experience a death in the family or have 

other concerning life issues. 

So, please call me (Carol Gould—863-422- 

5902) and I will deliver a card and kind 

words. If you don’t want to be listed in the 

Gator Tales, just let me know and I will abide 

by your wishes, and your name will 

not be forwarded to our Gator Tales editor. 

Thank you, 
Carol 

 
 
 

      
 
 
 
              
 

 

 

 

         Beau Donovan, fur baby of 

Mary Ann Donovan journeyed over the 

Rainbow Bridge on Wednesday, November 

5th. Beau was a friend to all who met him. He 

was a fixture in LHV for many years and a 

great companion to Mary Ann. We will all miss 

the incredible Mr. Beau Donovan. 

 

   Wolfie Hintsala, fur baby of 

Greg & Beth Hintsala pranced over the 

Rainbow Bridge to join his human Daddy. I 

can certainly picture Greg standing at the 

other end of the bridge with open arms for his 

best buddy. Wolfie was a joy and comfort to 

Greg during his years here at LHV and a true 

companion to Beth this past year. 



Annual Meeting with board elections coming up 

on January 20, 2026 

 

 

 

 

Nominations for Board Candidates are due at our next general 

meeting on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

Come to the meeting and nominate your candidate. 

 

 

 

 

This is also the last day to submit your nominations for Volunteer 

of the Year—nomination slips are in the clubhouse , fill them out 

and deposit in the box.  

VOTE 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

PAINT CLASS 

Join us on the first Wednesday of the month for LHV’s PAINT CLASS 

 

Release your inner artist and create beautiful “masterpieces”. 

Our teacher, Sherry is excellent  

       at bringing out the artist in even 

the least talented student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have great conversations and 

share stories as we create. 
 

Pictures are actual paintings of students. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Wii Bowling 

Wii Bowling will begin soon so don’t forget to 

Put your teams together and get ready for some fun. More info to 

come soon. If you don’t have four people to bowl, we can put a team 

together for you. Just put your name on the list and you will be 

contacted. Any questions please call Wanda Stanley @ 863-353-2690 

We will start in DECEMBER (due to work in the clubhouse) so get 

those teams together now. Sign-up sheet is up. 



 



 

 

Lake Hammock Village 

December 6, 2025 

From 8 to 12 

 

We are located on US 27 across from 

Walmart and behind Checkers 

And Burger King 



SIGHTS, SOUNDS, AND SAMPLES 

OF 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LAKE HAMMOCK CLUBHOUSE 

SUNDAY - DECEMBER 14TH, 2025 

6:30 P.M. 

 

 

Don’t forget to bring canned & packaged goods for those less fortunate. Thanks. 



 
 

 
 

LHV Annual Gift Exchange 

Hosted by Maria Combs 
 

December 18  
2:00 TO 4:00 

This is not a white elephant event. Please bring a new gift, $10.00 value (something 

you would like), wrapped. Upon arrival place your gift on the appropriate table (one 

for men’s gifts, one for women’s gifts, and one for gender neutral). 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Enter LHV house decorating contest. To enter, just 

decorate you house for the holiday season. The resi- 

dents will be voting for their favorites and prizes will 

be awarded to First, Second & Third place. 
 

 

    To enter LHV Golf Cart Parade and Decoration Contest, sign  
    up on the sheet in the clubhouse. We will meet at the club- 
    house at 6PM on Friday (Dec 19) and Saturday (Dec 20) to  
    line up for our parade around the community. On Sunday  
    (Dec 21) meet at the clubhouse at 5:00PM for announcement  
    of the winners of our Golf Cart Decorating contest and our  
    House Decorating Contest. 
    Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place at that time. Golf cart winners will  
    receive a sign for their cart designating their wins and house winners will have a yard 
    sign place in their yard till after Christmas. 

All residents are invited to meet at the fire in the pavilion Dec 21 after 

the parade (about 5:30) for snacks and hot drinks. Caroling to follow. 

CUT OFF YOUR BALLOTS BELOW AND DEPOST EACH INTO THE AP- 

PROPRIATE BOX IN THE CLUBHOUSE BEFORE 1PM on Dec 21st. 

GOLF CART DECORATING CONTEST 

Cart number  is your favorite. 

Please deposit in appropriate box in clubhouse by 1PM on Dec 21st. Late ballots 

will not be counted. 

HOUSE DECORATING CONTEST 

House number  is your favorite. 

Please deposit in appropriate box in clubhouse by 1PM on Dec 21st. Late ballots 

will not be counted. 



 

Christmas Dinner 
Thursday, December 25th 

LHV Clubhouse 

 
Celebrate Christmas day with your  

Lake Hammock Village friends and neighbors. 

 
Doors open at 1:30 pm 

Dinner served at 2:00 pm 

Hostess:  Sue Smith #66 
 

Menu: 

Turkey/Ham 
Dressing/Stuffing 
Potato/Vegetables 

Dessert assortment 
Non-alcoholic beverage 

 
Sign-up sheets for attending dinner and for the  

dish you will bring to share are in the clubhouse.  
 

Volunteers needed to cook turkey and ham. 

 
Need to know: 

• Sign-up is required by Friday, December 19th  

• There is no cost for residents to attend 

• Non-resident family members/guests are welcome,   

$5 per person. 



 

New Year’s 
CELEBRATION 

12/31 
 

Dancing, Mingling with prizes every ½ hr. The 

main prize will be presented at 11:45pm. 

We will have a dance contest with judges. 

Winners will each receive a plaque. 

Partner up and show off your skills. 

Your partner does not need to be your spouse. 

 

Meal is included along with drinks. You may 

bring your own if you choose. Meal will be pork, 

shrimp, sauerkraut, cheese and Veggie trays. 

Potatoes and dessert of course. 

Come welcome in 2026 and celebrate with 

friends to start a wonderful new year. 

 

Ball will drop at midnight! 

8pm to 12ish 

 

Tickets available 12/6  $5. For HOA members 

and $6. For non 

Dress is casual or you may dress to impress. 



 

EUCHRE RETURNS 

TO LHV 

ON THURSDAYS 

STARTING JANUARY 8, 2026 

6:30 PM 

 AT THE CLUBHOUSE 
$1.00 and nickels (all money returned each night) 

NEW PLAYERS WELCOME 



                                                                   

The following bus trips are available through C & D Tours. 

   Scheduled Bus Tours             # Avail     $Cost 

 

Jan     
Sat    Jan. 10th – Seminole Casino, Brighton   (With NO Bingo) 10      $55pp                                
Wed  Jan. 21st - Tampa Bay Downs      8        $88pp 
Tue   Jan. 27th - Explore Disney Springs     10      $45pp 

 

Feb    
Tue   Feb. 10th - Victory Casino       2      $71pp 
Wed  Feb. 11th - Lakeridge Winery      14      $80pp 
Wed  Feb. 18th - Quilt Show        28         $58pp 

 

Mar       
Tue   Mar 24th – Outlets        20      $46pp 
Wed  Mar 25th - Deep Sea Fishing       16      $188pp 
Fri & Sat Mar 6 - 7 - Casino Lovers      22          ?? 
  (Note: the cost of this trip was not mentioned, but can inquire as needed.) 

 
 

 
We have been informed that there are a few more bus trips being planned to be 

added in the new year. Once we receive the information, they will be added to this list.  
They will be highlighted as newly added.  I have removed all the trips that are sold out 
at this time since they are no longer available. 
 

To sign up: Please contact Deb Siekiera @ 860-888-7462 – dlsiekiera@yahoo.com 

OR  BettyAnn Seelenbrandt @ 570-415-2422 – almostamishquilts@gmail.com 

 

(We will first promptly verify each request with Cynthia of C&D Tours to confirm availability of 
seats before booking your seats.)  

 
 

 

All additional trip information in regards to these trips and the signup/trip rules can be 
easily located by going to cdtours.net. Please sign up for trips as soon as you know 
you would like to go.  

mailto:almostamishquilts@gmail.com


 

RULES: No motorized vehicles; golf carts & passengers, bicycles, 

tricycles, scooters and walkers only. 
 

Meet at the club house at 2 pm to receive your Poker Hand score 

sheet and Draw you first card. 
 

Everyone will than take off to FIVE stops to draw a card and record 

results on score sheet. 
 

After completing all FIVE stops, return to club house between 3 and 

3:30 pm to DRAW FINAL CARD. All score sheets will be tallied 

and at 4 PM prizes for 1st, 2nd and last will be rewarded. 

COST IS $5.00 PER POKER RUN SCORE 

SHEET 

 

ALL MONEY WILL BE AWARDED IN CASH 

PAYOUTS 

Saturday, January 24 
 

ANNUAL LHV GOLF CART POKER RUN 
TIME 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

 



The residents of LHV Celebrated the life of Greg “Goober” Hintsala one year after his 

passing. 

It was a true celebration...memories of Greg filled the room and food and beverages 

were plenty. Carmine Gioiosa read a biography of Greg stressing his love of his wife, 

Beth. Honorary pallbearers were his beloved poker group, the Rat Bastards: Carmine 

Gioiosa, Bob Cappell, Frank Lupo, John Grasso, Terry Karaszewski, Bill Larmon, and 

Art Stanley. 



Once again, Clark and Joice Smith pro-

vided our community with a wonderful 

Veterans Day program.  

 

Many of our residents attended to en-

joyed a hearty brunch and pay tribute 

to our Veterans.  

Besides Joice and Clark, Larry Quinter 

took part in the programs as did Joyce 

Middleton, who announced our Veteran 

of the Year for 2025— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

        Master Sargeant James R Currey,  

         USAF Retired LHV Veterans 

 

Veterans from all branches of the Armed 

Forces were present, minus a representa-

tive of the Space Force—perhaps because 

we are all pass the age of it’s conception. 



Sheriff Grady Corner 

                       Adopt a pet Today! 

 
At the Polk County Sheriff’s Office, we believe every animal deserves a safe, loving 

home. That is why our Animal Control Section works hard with our animal rescue 

partners every day to rescue, care for, and re-home pets across our county. If you are 

thinking about adding a furry friend to your family this holiday season, I encourage 

you to adopt, not shop. 

 

The Animal Control Facility offers the community an opportunity to adopt a deserving 

pet six days a week. There are dogs and cats of various sizes and breeds, all needing a 

“fur-ever” home. We invite you to visit the facility and find the pet that can become 

the “beacon of unconditional acceptance” for you. 

 

Animal Control is located at 7115 De Castro Road, in Winter Haven, just off County 

Road 540. Hours are 10:00am to 4:00 pm. 

 

The adoption fees are as follows: Cats and kittens are $40.00: Dogs over 35 lbs. are 

$40.00; Dogs under 35 lbs. are $70.00. Seniors also get discounts. The animal will be 

sterilized, vaccinated, and microchipped, and checked for any worms, fleas, and other 

parasites. 

 

Our Animal Control team does more than adoptions. They respond to calls about stray 

or aggressive animals, investigate neglect, and abuse, and educate the public about 

how to care for pets safely and responsibly.  Their work is essential to keeping Polk 

County safe for both humans and animals. 

 

For more information, call our Animal Control Section at (863) 577-1762. Weld love 

to help you find the perfect companion.  
 

 

 

 



 





 



LHV CRAFTERS’ CORNER 

LHV RESIDENTS’ CORNER 

A Place for our Residents’ Services 



 



  
  

Brown Insurance Group  

Complete Retirement Services  
  

Annuities, Life Insurance, 401 and IRA Roll overs, 
and Medicare Plans  

  
863-651-7784  

  
David Brown  

  Independent Agent  
    Dbrown0115@gmail.com  

  
  
  
  
  
  

 



 



SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CGC# 004138

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER

IH# 102549/1 

863.812.4741     800.681.3772



 

   



 







The DIABETES BRAINSTORMING GROUP 
2025 -2926 CALENDAR -YEAR 5 

 
All meetings at 7pm clubhouse-First Wed. of the month. 
 
Dec.3rd- Buddy Exercise 
 
Jan. 7th- Goal Setting for the New Year 
 
Feb.4th-The Art of Japanese Walking 
 
March 4th-Blood Sugar as We Age 
 
April 1st- Successes and Challenges 
 
May 6th-End of Season Potluck 
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