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The Nest 
 
Our front door slammed open and shut many times over the years, but there was one 
summer it was silenced, the summer before the last of our three children left for college. 
Christine, John, and Jeff had been fun to raise and the delight of my life. Even the 
thought of them leaving home felt empty. One day, I noticed a mother bird feverishly 
making a nest on the light fixture by our front door. Twigs and debris were scattered on 
the ground underneath. Somewhat anxious brown eyes peered quietly over the edge at 
me. From that time forward, the front door was off limits. Through the entire active 
summer, with two kids home from college and another one preparing to leave, everyone 
used the kitchen door. Soon, the nest burst into activity with the arrival of three little 
birds. We were able to watch from the kitchen as the mother bird fed and fluffed her 
babies, cleaned out the nest, and eventually taught them to fly. And then one day, they 
were gone. I thought about the mother bird and how her care and tending had ended as 
the birds flew away, leaving nothing but a nest. From the moment I counted the three 
birds, I began identifying with the whole process; so, I carefully took the abandoned 
home down from its perch and placed it on a shelf in the garage. As I watched Chris, 
and John, and now Jeff pack to leave home, I wept, realizing the inevitable had come; I 
had raised my family, and it was time for them to apply all the lessons home had taught 
them. Late in October of the same year, an unusually loud thunderstorm hit our area. I 
looked out the kitchen window at the sky, and a movement caught my eye. There, 
huddled under the eaves by the front door, near the porch light, were three fledgling 
birds. I'm sure it was "our family," returning to find shelter in the only place they knew for 
sure was safe, familiar, welcoming, because it was home. 
 
Smiling, I returned to my breakfast, knowing I'd been given reassurance. Though the 
years of nurturing were over, the years ahead would bring many opportunities for 
sheltering our family: When the crisis, the frightening, the difficult, or the overwhelming 
times come, there is one place that will always be safe, familiar, and welcoming for my 
family— home. (Evelyn Petty, in Stories from the Family’s Heart) 
 
Our hope should be that our children, to the fourth and fifth generation, will be able to 
have a home to come back to. 
 

Chaplain Ezell Willis 

 
 



NEWSLETTER 

 
Please: All submissions to Gator 

Tales- must be either emailed to  

lhvgatortales@outlook.com or a hard copy left in 

the Gator Tales box in my RV port on the table 

near the entry door. This 

is the only way I can keep everything 

organized. Verbal requests get forgotten. 

If you are submitting information and 

requesting that I make your flyer for you, 

please SUBMIT NO LATER THAN THE 15th of 

the month as this takes additional time. 

 
Also, information for Gator Tales needs to be 
submitted to me by the 20th of each month, 
with NO EXCEPTIONS. There is a blue/gray 
box outside my door in the RV port, you can 
drop your submission, or you can send it to 
the email: lhvgatortales@outlook.com. All 
submissions must be in WORD DOCUMENT 
or PDF with narrow margins. If you need 
assistance with your submissions or have 
any questions about Gator Tales, please 
contact Millie Currey at 315-854-6248 or send 
an email. We are always looking for new ideas 
and ways to improve our community paper. 

 
 

ACTIVITIES CHAIRS 

Activities/Entertainment: 

Larry Quinter (913) 660-6075 

Birthdays/Anniversaries: 
Dona Rawson (863) 547-9326 
Diabetes Support Group: 
Maureen Hatfield (617) 874-7755 
Ladies’ Lunches: 
Maria Combs (863) 438-6643 

PLEASE, IF YOU SIGN UP AND FIND YOU CANNOT ATTEND, 

TEXT OR CALL MARIA AT THE ABOVE NUMBER. 

 
 

BINGO HOURS 

Doors Open: 4:30?? 
Food Service: 4:00?? 
Selling paper: 5:15-5:45 pm 
Start playing: 6:00 pm 

Don't cook on Monday night, let us do the 

cooking for you. 

FOOD BANK 
 

Isaiah 58:10 “And if you spend 
yourselves in behalf of the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the 
darkness.” 
 
Thank you for your continued support of this 

important ministry. Donations will be delivered 

twice a month to St. Vincent De Paul Charities. 

They send their gratitude and love to our 

community. 

 
Non-perishable items and toiletries can be 
dropped off in the back room of the clubhouse. If 
you would like us to pick up items at your home 
please call and we would be happy do that. 
Dave and Sharyl Graham 
603-915-1757 

 

 
Grandma’s Attic 

All donated and returned medical devices are 

to be left with Chuck Presby, 38 Sargent St. 

(386-402-2409). Please return all borrowed 

items CLEAN. Thank you for all your donations 
over the years. 

 
 
 

LIBRARY 
We want to thank everyone for the books for 
our library. We would like to ask when you 
bring a book back, please leave it in the 
materials basket. We would like to reshelve 
them ourselves. 

Thank you, 
The Librarians 

mailto:lhvgatortales@outlook.com
mailto:lhvgatortales@outlook.com


UPCOMING EVENTS and NOTICES

Bingo Food
Meals served every Monday night: Eat here or take out.
Always looking for volunteers to help with Bingo food and bake desserts. If interested, call Art Stanley
863-353-2690.

Book Club
Our book for November is Drowning Ruth by Christina Schwarz. All are welcome to join us on the 
second Saturday of each month at 10:00 in the clubhouse. For more information, contact Millie Cur-
rey at momcurrey@hotmail.com or text 315-854-6248

Craft Day
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1:00.

Diabetes Group
DIABETES GROUP!!!! THE FIRST WED. IN NOV. the 5th- 7pm- clubhouse. Thank you so much
everyone for helping each other. We always welcome new members throughout the year. For more 
info.
Please call Maureen Hatfield at 617-874-7755, 147 Glen Este.

Euchre
Euchre is on hiatus until fall.

LHV HOA
Board meeting on Tuesday, November 4th and General meeting on Tuesday, November 11th. Watch 
your calendar.

Paint Class
Paint Class has resumed.

Sassy Stitchers
Sassy Stitchers has been suspended until further notice.

Upcoming Holiday Dinners
We have a host/hostess for our annual Thanksgiving Dinner. We have a possible host/hostess for 
Christmas Dinner (but open to others who might want to host). Our New Year’s Eve Celebration has 
a hostess “with an idea”. Anyone who would like to assist with any of these events, please come to 
an Activities Meetings on the first Tuesday of the month at 11:00, or let our Activities Chairman (Larry 
Quinter) know of your interest.

Yard Sale
Our Annual Community Yard Sale will be on November 15th, from 8 am to 12 noon. Sign-up sheets 
are in the Clubhouse.



 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

              Anthony & Cathy Burton 

                  40 Sargent Street          Carolyn Pleuss Family 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Baughman—Rehab 

Carolyn Serebreny—Rehab 

Deb Kemp—Surgery--Home 

 

Our residents deserve a card from the 

Sunshine Committee when they are ill, 

experience a death in the family or have 

other concerning life issues. 

So, please call me (Carol Gould—863-422- 

5902) and I will deliver a card and kind 

words. If you don’t want to be listed in the 

Gator Tales, just let me know and I will 

abide by your wishes, and your name will 

not be forwarded to our Gator Tales editor. 

Thank you, 
Carol 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

                 

Bella Carpenter, fur baby of Dave & Sue 

Carpenter has passed over the rainbow 

bridge.  



 
 

2nd  Jeff Hunt & Lori Johnsen 

5th      Ezell & Sheila Willis 

9th      Larry & Wllie Quinter 

15th Jerry & Shirley Smith 

20th David & Helen Hurr 

25th    Luther & Barbara Dickerson 

26th    Greg & Sandy Blackman 

29th    David & Karen Butcher         

 Bob & Brin McDonald 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Celebration   
 
Pie and Ice Cream for Sunday, November 2nd 

Celebration at 6pm in the Clubhouse 

Come and share. If your name has not been 

listed in Gator Tales, please contact Dona Raw-

son.  

I will be issuing the Names and Birthday Anni-

versary dates for Gator Tales.  

HOWEVER, I am retiring as Hostess for the 

monthly celebration.  

The Activity Committee is interested in finding a 

new Hostess beginning January 2026. 

I have enjoyed using Music this year to en-

hance the monthly celebration.  

 

1st      Barbara Pund 

3rd      David Schnopp 

5th      Jeanne Blicker 

6th      Karen Wilson 

8th      Millie Currey 

9th      David Hernandez 

11th     Stephanie Camp 

12th     Ezell Willis 

13th     Frank Neugebauer 

15th     Cathy Baughman 

16th     Tony Matos 

18th     Ruth Ives 

20th     Elizabeth Karaszewski 

22nd    Lilly Fan         

  David Hurr 

23rd     Mary Schnopp 

25th     Carol Gould 

27th     Arlene Williams 

28th     Sheryl Nykaza 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

LADIES LUNCH 

Join the women of LHV for 

our monthly  

LADIES LUNCH 

Our ladies meet at the 

clubhouse at 11:30  

every 3rd Wednesday of 

the month to check in with 

our hostess  

Maria Combs and  

carpool to the restaurant 

chosen for that month. 

Be sure to sign up in the 

clubhouse to attend each 

month.  

For more info, 

Contact: Maria 

At 813-493-9999 



 
 

 

 

Wii Bowling 

Wii Bowling will begin soon so don’t forget to 

Put your teams together and get ready for some fun. More info to 

come soon. If you don’t have four people to bowl, we can put a team 

together for you. Just put your name on the list and you will be 

contacted. Any questions please call Wanda Stanley @ 863-353-2690 

We will start in November so get those teams together now. Sign-up 

sheet is up. 



                                                                   

The following bus trips are available through C & D Tours. 

Nov   Wed    Nov. 5th - Jungle Gardens                    (Waitlist) 
Mon    Nov. 10th - Holocaust Museum 
Mon    Nov. 17th - Hard Rock 
Wed    Nov. 19th - Million Dollar Quartet          (Wait List) 
 

Dec   Sat     Dec. 6th - Cocoa Village 
Tue    Dec. 9th - Fisherman's Village 
Wed   Dec. 17th - Sunkicks                              (Waitlist) 

 

Jan    Wed  Jan. 7th - Tampa City Tour                     (Almost Full) 
Sat    Jan. 10th - Brighton                                 (Almost Full) 
Wed  Jan. 14th - Weeki Wachee                      (Waitlist) 
Fri     Jan. 16th - Titanic Experience 
Wed  Jan. 21st - Tampa Bay Downs 
Sat    Jan. 24th - Come From Away 
Tue   Jan. 27th - Explore Disney Springs 

 

Feb   Mon  Feb. 2nd - Wild Florida            (Waitlist) 
Tue   Feb. 10th - Victory Casino 
Wed  Feb. 11th - Lakeridge Winery 
Wed  Feb. 18th - Quilt Show 
Thu   Feb. 19th - From my Hometown             (Almost Full) 
Sat    Feb 21st - Silver Spurs Rodeo                (Waitlist) 

 

Mar   Sat    Mar 21st - Miss Saigon 
Tue   Mar 24th - Outlets 
Wed  Mar 25th - Deep Sea Fishing 
Fri & Sat Mar 6 - 7 - Casino Lovers 
Mon  Mar 30th - Savannah/Charleston 

 

To sign up: Please contact Deb Siekiera @ 860-888-7462 – dlsiekiera@yahoo.com 

OR BettyAnn Seelenbrandt @ 570-415-2422 – almostamishquilts@gmail.com 
 

Please note that the trips may be noted as “WAITLIST” means the trip is full. The others noted as 
“ALMOST FULL” means there are 6 seats or less available. We will verify each request promptly.  
 
All additional trip information in regard to these trips and the signup/trip rules can be easily located by 
going to cdtours.net. Please sign up for trips as soon as you know you would like to go.  

mailto:almostamishquilts@gmail.com


 
 

 

VETERANS DAY 
BRUNCH AND SERVICE 

 
PLEASE JOIN US IN HONORING OUR VETERANS, THOSE THAT 

 HAVE SERVED AND ARE SERVING NOW. 
 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2025 
LAKE HAMMOCK CLUBHOUSE 

 
HOSTED BY JOYCE MIDDLETON, BOB CAPPELL, PAM LELAND,  

CLARK AND JOICE SMITH 
 
 

BRUNCH 9:30 TO 10:30 AM 
 

PROGRAM 11:00 TO 12:00 PM 
 
 

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE FOR THE BRUNCH 
COFFEE AND JUICE WILL BE PROVIDED 

 
 
 

SIGN-UP SHEETS WILL BE IN THE CLUBHOUSE 
STARTING TUESDAY OCTOBER 14. 

PLEASE SIGN UP WITH WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO BRING. 



 
 
 

OPEN TO PUBLIC: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

8:00 AM TO 12:00 NOON 

At the Clubhouse, there will be a bake sale and 

hot dogs and sodas for sale. 

SALE OPEN TO RESIDENTS ONLY: FRIDAY, 

NOVEMBER 14, 2:00 PM 

BAKE SALE OPEN TO RESIDENTS ONLY: FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 14 

3:00 TO 7:00 



Come one, come all. 

Join your neighbors and friends for 

MEAL PROVIDED FOR RESIDENTS BY  

LHV HOA 
Hosted by Debbie Evilsizer with assistance from Millie 

Currey & volunteers. 

 

Two Sign up sheets in clubhouse, 

One to sign up to attend & 

One to volunteer to cook, 
serve, and clean-up. 



 



SIGHTS, SOUNDS, AND SAMPLES 

OF 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LAKE HAMMOCK CLUBHOUSE 

SUNDAY - DECEMBER 14TH, 2025 

6:30 P.M. 

 

 

Don’t forget to bring canned & packaged goods for those less fortunate. Thanks. 



 
 

 
 

LHV Annual Gift Exchange 

Hosted by Maria Combs 
 

December 18  
2:00 TO 4:00 

This is not a white elephant event. Please bring a new gift, $10.00 value (something 

you would like), wrapped. Upon arrival place your gift on the appropriate table (one 

for men’s gifts, one for women’s gifts, and one for gender neutral). 
 

 
 

 



Sheriff Grady Corner 
 

National Forensic Science and Crime Analyst Day 

 
September 14-20 marked National Forensic Week when we recognize the behind-the scenes 
professionals who play a vital role in solving crimes and keeping our community safe. At the Polk 
County Sherriff’s Office, we’re proud to highlight two outstanding units: our Forensic Investigation Unit 
and our Identification section. 

 
These teams are the quiet force behind many of our successful investigations. Our Forensic 
Investigators respond to crime scenes across Polk County, collecting evidence, taking 
measurements, and photographing scenes with precision and care. In 2024 alone, they worked more 
than 1300 crime scenes – each one requiring attention to detail and a commitment to uncovering the 
truth. 

 
Once evidence is collected, our Identification Section steps in. These specialists operate out of the 
Sheriff’s Operations Center and focus on fingerprint analysis. When prints are recovered from a 
scene, they compare them against criminal databases to identify suspects. In 2024, this team 
performed an incredible 148,474 latent fingerprint comparisons. Their work has helped solve 
countless cases and secure convictions that might otherwise have gone cold. 

 
We also recognize another group of unsung heroes – our Crime and Intelligence Analysts. 
September 20 was National Crime and Intelligence Analyst Appreciation Day, and we’re proud to 
celebrate the analysts who support our investigations with data, trends, and actionable intelligence. 
Their work helps us track, map, and anticipate criminal activity, allocate resources effectively, and 
stay one step ahead of those who seek to harm our community. 

 
These professionals may not make arrests, but their impact is felt in every case we solve and every 
life we protect. Their dedication, expertise, and tireless work behind the scenes make Polk County 
safer every day. 

 
Please join me in thanking our forensic investigators, identification specialists and crime analysts for 
their incredible service. We’re proud of their work, and we’re grateful for their commitment to justice. 



Crossword #19

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

Across

1. Wait state

6. Normal beginning?

10. Lot size, maybe

14. Archer's ammo

15. Erelong

16. Type of rug

17. Crowning ceremony

19. Tattered duds

20. Part of BTU

21. Grant

23. Director's cry

24. Over-the-hill horse

25. Bee or Em

26. Take on, as a 
challenge

28. Shocked

30. Prophetic

32. Engrave on glass

33. Make a sweater

34. Coastal bird

35. Blue hue

37. Have a hunch

39. ___-ran

42. Vegan no-no

44. Office note

47. Feature film 
preceder, once

49. Sarcastic

51. Move unsteadily

52. Forest dweller

54. Chic getaway

55. Polished off

56. Strip

58. Study all night

59. Name as a source

61. Breakfast melon

63. "I had no ___!"

64. Get the pot going

65. Speck in the sea

66. Fender bender result

67. Fortune teller

68. Over yonder

Down

1. Manuscript gap

2. Period when forging 
began

3. Dream guy

4. Tony Lama item

5. Part of MYOB

6. Eucharistic plate

7. "Friends" actress

8. ___ canal

9. Comment on, in a 
way

10. Berne's river

11. One of a cereal trio

12. Bar fixture?

13. Tampa's time zone

18. Have an edge 
against

22. WWII female

25. Pale as a ghost

27. Butcher's offering

29. Approach boldly

31. Break in relations

33. Kind of pad

36. NBC show, "______ 
Got Talent"

38. Ruler of the east

39. Stomach remedy

40. Danger for small 
boats

41. Add sugar to

43. How some prefer 
their pasta

45. Govern badly

46. In theory only

48. Roulette bet

49. Software test 
version

50. Germ cell

53. Aromatic compound

57. Wind instrument

58. Brit's bludgeon

60. Chow down

62. Liquored up

Free printable courtesy of PrintitFree.net





 



LHV CRAFTERS’ CORNER 

LHV RESIDENTS’ CORNER 

A Place for our Residents’ Services 



 



  
  

Brown Insurance Group  

Complete Retirement Services  
  

Annuities, Life Insurance, 401 and IRA Roll overs, 
and Medicare Plans  

  
863-651-7784  

  
David Brown  

  Independent Agent  
    Dbrown0115@gmail.com  

  
  
  
  
  
  

 



SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CGC# 004138

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER

IH# 102549/1 

863.812.4741     800.681.3772



 



 

   



 







The DIABETES BRAINSTORMING GROUP 
2025 -2926 CALENDAR -YEAR 5 

 
All meetings at 7pm clubhouse-First Wed. of the month. 
 
Nov.5-Glucose"Hacks" 
 
Dec.3rd- Buddy Exercise 
 
Jan. 7th- Goal Setting for the New Year 
 
Feb.4th-The Art of Japanese Walking 
 
March 4th-Blood Sugar as We Age 
 
April 1st- Successes and Challenges 
 
May 6th-End of Season Potluck 
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