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A Good Lesson (Stories for the Heart, Alice Gray) 
 

A young man, a student at one of our universities, was walking one day with a professor 

who was commonly called the students' friend because of his kindness to those who 

awaited his guidance. As they strolled along, they noticed lying in the path a pair of old 

shoes, which they assumed belonged to a poor man working in a nearby field who had 

nearly finished his day's work. The student turned to the professor and said: "Let us play 

a trick on the man: we will hide his shoes, conceal ourselves behind those bushes, and 

watch his confusion when he can’t find them." "My young friend," answered the 

professor, "we should never make fun of the poor. But since you are wealthy, you can 

bring yourself much more pleasure by helping this poor man. Put a coin in each shoe, 

then hide yourselves and see how he reacts when he finds them." 

The student did as told, and they both hid behind the bushes nearby. Soon, the poor man 

finished his work and came back along the path where he had left his coat and shoes. As 

he slipped his foot into one shoe, he felt something hard, stooped down to check, and 

discovered the coin. His face showed surprise and wonder. He looked at the coin, turned 

it around, examined it again and again. Then he looked around, but no one was in sight. 

He put the money into his pocket and reached for the other shoe, and his surprise 

doubled when he found another coin inside. Overcome with emotion, he fell to his knees, 

looked up to heaven, and loudly expressed a fervent thanksgiving, speaking of his sick 

wife and helpless children, whom this timely gift from an unknown hand would save 

from starvation. The student watched, deeply moved, tears filling his eyes. "Now," said 

the professor, "are you not much more pleased than if you had played your trick?" The 

young man replied, "You’ve taught me a lesson I will never forget." I now understand 

what I never truly grasped before: "It is more blessed to give than to receive." 
 

This is a lesson from which countless individuals could derive significant insight in our 

contemporary milieu. How might each of us discover avenues to impart this invaluable 

lesson to those within our sphere of influence? 

Chaplain Ezell Willis 

 



Heiler Communities now 
accepts online payments!

Increase visibility
Instantly view your 
payment history. 
Plus pay quickly with 
a credit card, debit 
card, e-check,  ACH 
or even PayPal.

Why pay online?

Save time & money
Set up an AutoPay to 
save time and prevent 
late fees.

Get help
Call 24/7 for support 
or to pay over the 
phone.

Getting started

Step 1
Visit: the payment 
portal

Step 2
Click “Get started” 

Step 3
Enter your account 
number, First/Last 
name, email and 
create a password

Step 4
Agree to the terms 
and conditions and 
click “create 
account”

Step 5
Make a one-time 
payment or set up 
an AutoPay

Safely & quickly pay 
your rent from 
anywhere!

Payments processed by Zego | 866-729-5327 | support.gozego.com | https://gozego.force.com/residents/s/ 1

Pay securely
Zego uses the highest 
security measures and 
is PCI Level 1 
compliant.

Protect your funds
Reduce your paper trail 
by paying online. Checks 
have your personal 
information printed and 
can easily get lost, stolen 
or misplaced.

https://www.paylease.com/index_out.php?pm_id=116973985
https://www.paylease.com/index_out.php?pm_id=116973985
https://gozego.force.com/residents/s/


A more convenient way to pay
Your community now accepts payments using a credit card, debit card, or your bank account. Please 
note fees apply. Please ask your Community Manager for your account number to enroll.

Get started today
■ Visit the Paylease.com payment website by scanning the QR code above or go to 

payments.heilercommunities.com
■ Register for a new account
■ Enter your account number, primary resident’s Last Name, email and create a password
■ Make a one-time payment or set up AutoPay

SCAN THE CODE BELOW TO REGISTER AND PAY RENT ONLINE! 

Heiler Communities now 
Accepts Payments 

Online! 



Message from the President 

“Hey, how are you?” the eraser asked softly. 

“I’m not your friend,” the pencil snapped. “I cannot stand you.” 

The eraser blinked, hurt. “Why?” 

“Because you keep undoing everything I write.” 

“I don’t erase everything,” the eraser said gently. “Only the mistakes.” 

“That does not make it right,” the pencil muttered. 

“But that is what I was made to do.” 

“Then your existence is pointless,” the pencil grumbled. “Writing matters more  

than erasing.” 

“To correct the wrong is just as important as writing the right,” the eraser replied. 

The pencil fell silent, then whispered, “But I see you shrinking day by day…” 

“That is because I give a little of myself each time I help fix something.” 

“I feel smaller too,” admitted the pencil. 

“We cannot make life better for others without giving something of ourselves,” smiled 

the eraser. 

The pencil softened, “How could I hate someone who gives so much of 

themselves for me?” 

Author unknown 

Let’s build each other up instead of tearing down. Always be grateful. 

Laura Miller, HOA President 



UPCOMING EVENTS and NOTICES 
 
 
 

Bingo Food 

Meals served every Monday night: Eat here or take out. 
Always looking for volunteers to help with Bingo food and bake desserts. If interested, call Art Stanley 
863-353-2690. 

Book Club 

Our book for October is The Sands of Time, by Sidney Sheldon. All are welcome to join us on the 

second Saturday of each month at 10:00 in the clubhouse. For more information, contact Millie 

Currey at momcurrey@hotmail.com or text 315-854-6248 
 

Craft Day 
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1:00. 

Diabetes Group 
DIABETES GROUP!!!! THE FIRST WED .IN OCT -the 1st- 7pm- clubhouse. Thank you so much -
everyone for helping each other. We always welcome new members throughout the year. For more info.  
Please call Maureen Hatfield at 617-874-7755, 147 Glen Este. 
 
Euchre 
Euchre is on hiatus until fall. 

LHV HOA 
Board meeting on Tuesday, October 2nd and General meeting on Tuesday, October 9th. Watch your 
calendar. 
 
Paint Class 
Paint Class will resume in October. 

Sassy Stitchers 

Sassy Stitchers has been suspended until further notice. 

 
Upcoming Holiday Dinners 

We have a possible host/hostess for our annual Thanksgiving Dinner. We have a possible 
host/hostess for Christmas Dinner (but open to others who might want to host). Our New Year’s Eve 
Celebration has a hostess “with an idea”. Anyone who would like to assist with any of these events, 
please come to an Activities Meetings on the first Tuesday of the month at 11:00, or let our Activities 
Chairman (Larry Quinter) know of your interest. 

 
Yard Sale 
Our Annual Community Yard Sale will be on November 15th, from 8 am to 12 noon. Sign-up sheets will be 
in the Clubhouse. 

mailto:momcurrey@hotmail.com




 1st      Karen Butcher 
 
 2nd     Bob Kruse         

 Joyce Middleton 
 
3rd      Nancy Roy        
 Lorraine Sharples 
 Cheryl Wolf        
 Sheila Willis 
 
11th    Dawan Maluchnick 
 
13th    Marian Spiegel 
 
17th    James Cross         
  Erick Larson 
 
22nd   Carmine Gioiosa 
 
23rd    Mona Lund 
 
25th    John Lodge 
 
26th    Stacy Anthis         
  Robert Post 
 
27th    Anne Aytes 
 
28th    Phillip Greenfield 
 
31st    Jeanine Miller 

 4th      Robert & Pamela Landry 
 
 8th      Bill & Cindy Lyon 
 
 9th      Dawn & Elizabeth Karaszewski 
 
 10th   David & Sharyl Graham           

 David & Mary Schnopp 
 
11th    Ralph & Toni Fish 
 
20th    Clark & Joice Smith 
 
21st    David & Johnny Alms 
 
30th    Charles & Debbie Kemp 
 

 
 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Celebration   
 
October Celebration will be on Sunday, Octo-
ber 5th 
An assortment of Pie will be served, with 
Whipped & Ice Cream 
and some slices of Cheddar for Apple Pie (My 
Favorite) 
Un-Sweet Tea, Hawaiian Punch, and Ice water, 
and COFFEE 
Come on down and join us. 
Future look for November 2nd, 6pm (Daylight 
Savings Day) 
Make sure you set your clocks, so you are on 
time. 
That will be my last BD & A Celebration. 
Maria Combs will be arranging December BD 
&A Celebration. 
 
New host/hostess for 2026 in the works. 
 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Art Stanley—Surgery—Home 

David Butcher—Hospital--Home 

 

 
Our residents deserve a card from the 

Sunshine Committee when they are ill, 

experience a death in the family or have 

other concerning life issues. 

So, please call me (Carol Gould—863-422- 

5902) and I will deliver a card and kind 

words. If you don’t want to be listed in the 

Gator Tales, just let me know and I will 

abide by your wishes and your name will 

not be forwarded to our Gator Tales editor. 

Thank you, 
Carol 

 



 
 

Veteran of the Year 

 

Village's Veteran of the Year. The committee wants to hear from everyone 

who has served in any branch of service. Following is a form for ALL who 

have served. Please complete the form if you have served in any military 

capacity and return it to either the office, or Joyce Middleton at 50 Sargent 

St. We want to recognize all those who have dedicated their lives, or any 

part of their lives, in service to our great country and ultimately recognize 

the LHV 2025 Veteran of the Year. Please feel free to add any additional 

information that the form may not have requested, and you believe is 

important for this committee to review. Completed forms may be dropped off 

at the office or to Joyce Middleton at 50 Sargent Street or to Pam Leland at 

69 Sargent Steet. 

Thank you for your time and consideration and reach out to me if you have 

any questions or concerns. 

 

“Please return the form to the committee no later than October 20th" 
 

Joyce Middleton, 50 Sargent St. 

(330) 323-2247 

It’s that time of the year, to think about and recognize Lake Hammock



Veteran of the Year 
Informational Form 

IMPORTANT NOTE:   Please complete this form and return it to the office, or Joyce Middleton at 50 
Sargent St., no later than September 20th, 2025, so the committee can prepare for this year’s Lake 
Hammock Village Veteran of the Year.  The HOA has determined that this year a committee was formed, 
and we would like to hear from each of you regarding your Service experiences.  Thank you for providing 
this information, we want to hear from each of you!! 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________ Lot No: ____________________ 

 

Branch of Service: ______________________________________Dates of Service: ____________________  

 

Position upon Discharge: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Job Duties: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe work Procedures: ______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Served during Wartime: _________________ If yes, please answer the following questions: 

 Which war: ___________________________________ Dates: _____________________________________ 

 Duties and Position during war: ____________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please provide any additional information you want to add: _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please use additional paper or the back of this form if additional space is needed.  



Congratulations to 

Joyce & Bob—-

officially engaged! 

We had “bit of  a giggle” at bingo this past month when a 

group of  non-residents, who attend our Bingo games  

every week, decided to “honor” Dick Gould with a t-shirt 

prank. They even gifted him a t-shirt!  

“Quite Please! Lake Hammock Bingo ‘Dick G’.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to make a difference? Here’s how! 

Join CAP for Lake Hammock Village! 

Help keep your community safe. 
 

 

Did you know there were over 35,000 patrols in Polk County in 2025, primarily in residential parks like 
Lake Hammock Village, consisting of approximately 113,140 volunteer hours? How do we know that 
it’s enough? Do we wait for something to happen? 

 

More patrol volunteers are needed. 
 

Although this is a serious undertaking, it can also be a very rewarding one. 
 

What can you do if you notice your neighbor’s newspaper is still in the driveway and it’s after 12 noon? 
Did you happen to notice the person in the hoodie climbing over the fence? Is there a strange vehicle 
at the lake? Might these instances be something that needs to be reported? You simply make a 
phone call and leave things to the pros. 

 

OBSERVE & REPORT! 

How do you volunteer? 

Be prepared to pass a background check and once cleared, attend training to learn the manual. This 
requires 7 hours of your time. Once completed, you can join the patrol. Please contact Bob   
McDonald, Coordinator, or David Rawson, Assistant Coordinator, for further information. Their 
contact information is in the LHV Directory. 

 

 
 
 
Special thanks for those who participated in the  
past! Your help was most appreciated! NOTE: Some  
residents have already passed the background check  
and have even done the training. It would be terrific  
for you to contact Bob or David so they can start  
increasing the patrols. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON 
CITIZEN’S ASSISTED PATROL  

(a/k/a/CAP) 
  
  
  
  
  



Medicare 101 Seminar 
(and Pizza lunch) 

 

October is the start of Medicare Open Enrollment time.  

• Are you sure your plan has given you the best coverage? 

• Do you know all the options available to you through the insurance options? 

• Do you know the difference between a Medicare Supplemental Plan and a Medicare 

Advantage Plan? 

• Have you been a little confused trying to sort through the whole Medicare system? 

 

Let us help you sort through all those questions and concerns.       

Come join us for lunch and a short informational session to answer 

all these questions and sort through your 2024 coverages – now is 

the time to secure the best coverage plan for you!!!!!! 

 

WHEN:  Thursday, October 9th, 2025 @ 11:00 – 12:00 

    

**Pizza and drinks will be provided, and a sign-up sheet will be in the 

clubhouse for food ordering purposes.  Please remember to sign up 

to be certain there is enough food. 

 

PRESENTER: David Brown, Benefit Analyst & Consultant 

  863-651-7784       Dbrown0115@gmail.com 

 

 

** David is not a salesman trying to sell a particular policy and he does not represent any one 

company.  He is a benefit consultant, knowledgeable in all areas of Medicare coverage who will help 

us all sort through the questions pertaining to our Medicare 

plans.  He has the whole afternoon dedicated to us, so after the 

short 25–30-minute information session he will stay and meet 

one-on-one with anybody who desires some personal help, or 

questions you may have regarding your previous year’s policy 

or coverage.  

 

Additionally, David can make an appointment to meet with 

anyone on a later date at your home at your convenience.  

Thanks, and feel free to contact me if you have any specific questions.  And remember to sign up 

for lunch!   

Joyce Middleton, 330-323-2247 





 
 

 

 

Wii Bowling 

Wii Bowling will begin soon so don’t forget to 

Put your teams together and get ready for some fun. More info to 

come soon. If you don’t have four people to bowl, we can put a team 

together for you. Just put your name on the list and you will be 

contacted. Any questions please call Wanda Stanley @ 863-353-2690 

We will start in November so get those teams together now. Sign-up 

sheet is up. 



                                                                   

The following bus trips are available through C & D Tours. 

Nov   Wed    Nov. 5th - Jungle Gardens                    (Waitlist) 
Mon    Nov. 10th - Holocaust Museum 
Mon    Nov. 17th - Hard Rock 
Wed    Nov. 19th - Million Dollar Quartet          (Wait List) 
 

Dec   Sat     Dec. 6th - Cocoa Village 
Tue    Dec. 9th - Fisherman's Village 
Wed   Dec. 17th - Sunkicks                              (Waitlist) 

 

Jan    Wed  Jan. 7th - Tampa City Tour                     (Almost Full) 
Sat    Jan. 10th - Brighton                                 (Almost Full) 
Wed  Jan. 14th - Weeki Wachee                      (Waitlist) 
Fri     Jan. 16th - Titanic Experience 
Wed  Jan. 21st - Tampa Bay Downs 
Sat    Jan. 24th - Come From Away 
Tue   Jan. 27th - Explore Disney Springs 

 

Feb   Mon  Feb. 2nd - Wild Florida            (Waitlist) 
Tue   Feb. 10th - Victory Casino 
Wed  Feb. 11th - Lakeridge Winery 
Wed  Feb. 18th - Quilt Show 
Thu   Feb. 19th - From my Hometown             (Almost Full) 
Sat    Feb 21st - Silver Spurs Rodeo                (Waitlist) 

 

Mar   Sat    Mar 21st - Miss Saigon 
Tue   Mar 24th - Outlets 
Wed  Mar 25th - Deep Sea Fishing 
Fri & Sat Mar 6 - 7 - Casino Lovers 
Mon  Mar 30th - Savannah/Charleston 

 

To sign up: Please contact Deb Siekiera @ 860-888-7462 – dlsiekiera@yahoo.com 

OR BettyAnn Seelenbrandt @ 570-415-2422 – almostamishquilts@gmail.com 
 

Please note that the trips may be noted as “WAITLIST” means the trip is full. The others noted as 
“ALMOST FULL” means there are 6 seats or less available. We will verify each request promptly.  
 
All additional trip information in regard to these trips and the signup/trip rules can be easily located by 
going to cdtours.net. Please sign up for trips as soon as you know you would like to go.  

mailto:almostamishquilts@gmail.com


 
 
 

OPEN TO PUBLIC: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

8:00 AM TO 12:00 NOON 

At the Clubhouse, there will be a bake sale and 

hot dogs and sodas for sale. 

SALE OPEN TO RESIDENTS ONLY: FRIDAY, 

NOVEMBER 14, 2:00 PM 

BAKE SALE OPEN TO RESIDENTS ONLY: FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER 14 

3:00 TO 7:00 



 

 

 

 

 





Sheriff Grady Corner                

Polk County Sheriff’s Losses 
 

This past month of September has been a painful time for many members of the Polk 

County Sherriff’s Office. There are two PCSO deputies who died in the line of duty in the 

month of September: Sergeant Ronnie Brown in 2009 and Deputy Matt Williams in 2006, 

who was killed alongside his K-=9 DIOGi. 
 

On September 28, 2006, Deputy Williams and DIOGi responded as backup on a traffic 

stop. The suspect had fled the scene, and while Matt and DOGi were tracking through 

thick woods in West Lakeland, they were ambushed by the suspect and killed. Matt was 

shot nine times: DIOGi was shot once. 
 

A short time later, the suspect shot another deputy in the leg and then went into hiding in 

the woods. The suspect was found in the woods the next morning and was fatally shot 

when he refused to drop his gun. Deputy Matt Wiliams was only 39 years old, and DIOGi 

was three. 
 

On August 30, 2009, an inmate at South County Jail started acting violently in his jail cell 

and broke a sprinkler head. The inmate refused to calm down, so detention deputies 

entered the cell to restrain him. At that time, Sgt. Ronnie Brown was shoved backwards 

by the inmate, and Ronnie’s back was seriously injured. The injury required surgery, 

from which Ronnie would not recover. On September 8th, a little over a week after he was 

injured, Ronnie died at the age of 48. 

 

I’d like to wrap up by also mentioning Deputy Blane Lane. Blane was killed in the line of 

duty on October 4, 2022, but the reason I bring him up now is because the person 

responsible for his death was just held responsible for her actions that caused Blane’s 

death. ON September 11, 2025, a Polk County jury convicted the suspect of 2nd Degree 

Murder, and all the additional charges she faced. 
 

The deputies who serve and protect the people of Polk County do so with integrity, 

bravery, and compassion. It’s my wish that they will never suffer an injury or perish 

during the performance of their duties. But know that if that should happen, the Polk 

County Sheriff’s Office will never forget their service and sacrifice. 



Bloated Proverbs your job is to translate to actual 
proverbs—answers on Diabetes Group Page 

 

1. As with the sire, so it is with the scion. 
 

2. A beholden vessel never exceeds 100 degrees C. 
 

3. Prodigality is produced by precipitancy. 
 

4. Pulchritude does not penetrate below the dermal plane. 
 

5. It is not proper for mendicants to be indicative of preferences. 
 

6. A period of preeminence is passed through by each and every canine. 
 

7. It is fruitless to become lachrymose because of scattered lacteal fluid. 
 

8. Articles which coruscate are not fashioned from the aureate material, at least not necessarily. 
 

9. Your immature Galliformes must not be calculated prior to their being produced. 
 

10. Lithoid fragments ought not to be hurled by tenants of vitriol abodes. 
 

11. Cleave gramineous matter for fodder during the period when the orb of the day is refulgent. 
 

12. A feathered creature clasped in the manual members I the equivalent value-wise of a brace in 
the bosky growth. 

 
13. It is fondness for notes of exchange that constitutes the tuberous structure of all satanically the 

bosky growth. 
 

14. A perissodactyl ungulate mammal may be addressed toward aqueous fluid, but it cannot be 
compelled to quaff. 

 
15. A detached fragment of the terrestrial lithosphere, whether of igneous, sedimentary, or 

metamorphic origin, and whether acquiring its approximation of sphericity through hydraulic 
action or    other attrition, when continuously maintained in motion by reason of the 
instrumentality of gravitational forces constantly acting to lower its center of gravity, thus 
resulting in a rotational movement around its temporary axis and with its velocity accelerated by 
an increase in the angle of declivity, is, because of abrasive action produced by the incessant 
but irregular contact between its periphery and the contiguous terrain, effectively prevented 
from accumulating on its external surface an appreciable modicum of the cryptogamous 
vegetation normally propagated in umbrageous situations under optimum conditions of 
undeviating atmospheric humidity, quiescence and comparative sequestration from corrosive-
erosive agencies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Crossword #18

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

Across

1. Turner of "Peyton 
Place"

5. Mayberry boy

9. Loses steam

14. Like some twins

15. Something to pop

16. Give or take

17. "Yesterday," 
"Today," or 
"Tomorrow"

18. Trail activity

19. Arctic diving bird

20. Make better, as a 
deal

22. Swimmer's kick

24. Sailor's bed

26. Anxiety

27. Cause for alarm

30. ____ of bad news

32. Area under dispute

34. Messy dresser

38. Royal flush card

39. Shake up

41. Hail to Caesar

42. What hot dogs do?

44. Truthful

46. Nine-to-fiver

48. Wield, as influence

49. Actress Foy of "First 
Man"

52. Gunslinger's mark

54. Go back

56. Lamentable

60. In the least

61. Familiar with

63. Treat for Fido

64. Some street 
performers

65. Drought ender

66. Van Gogh flower

67. Trapping device

68. Singer Arnold

69. Modern message

Down

1. Not as much

2. Confess

3. Opening time, maybe

4. Math course

5. Brownish yellow

6. One way to ask a 
question

7. Aggravate

8. Barely gets, with 
"out"

9. Feast's opposite

10. Addicts, e.g.

11. Backs, in anatomy 
class

12. Continental money

13. Cubic meter

21. Winter temps, 
perhaps

23. Turn bad, as milk

25. Cheer

27. Become unhinged

28. Cola lead-in

29. "I'll second that!"

31. 2016 film about a 
WWII assassination 
operation

33. Mall tenants

35. Wash up

36. Part of OTC

37. Boxing prize

40. Put in office

43. Drum majorette

45. Museum offering

47. End of a threat

49. Studies all night

50. Allow entry

51. Old World lizard

53. Metallic-sounding

55. "No problem!"

57. Golfer's cry

58. Operating system

59. For fear that

62. Crash site?

Free printable courtesy of PrintitFree.net







LHV CRAFTERS’ CORNER 

LHV RESIDENTS’ CORNER 

A Place for our Residents’ Services 





  
  

Brown Insurance Group  

Complete Retirement Services  
  

Annuities, Life Insurance, 401 and IRA Roll overs, 
and Medicare Plans  

  
863-651-7784  

  
David Brown  

  Independent Agent  
    Dbrown0115@gmail.com  

  
  
  
  
  
  

 



SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CGC# 004138

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER

IH# 102549/1 

863.812.4741     800.681.3772



 



 

 

Solution for Crossword #18 
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