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September 2025  Legacy of an Adopted Child (Stories for the Heart, Alice Gray) 

 
Once there were two women who never knew each other. 
One you do not remember, the other you call Mother. 
Two different lives shaped to make your one. 
One became your guiding star, the other became your sun. 
The first one gave you life, and the second taught you to live it. 
The first gave you a need for love, and the second was there to give it. 
One gave you a nationality, the other gave you a name. 
One gave you the seed of talent, the other gave you aim. 
One gave you emotions, the other calmed your fears. 
One saw your first sweet smile, the other dried your tears. 
One sought for you a home that she could not provide, the other prayed for a child and her hope was 
not denied. 
And now you ask me through your tears The age-old question through the years, Heredity or 
environment— 
Which are you the product of? 
Neither, my darling-neither; 
Just two different kinds of love. 

Adoption and Love: A poem about the duality of motherhood, emphasizing that both biological and 

adoptive mothers provide different kinds of love and support throughout a child's life. Can you see this 

in grandparents? 

Chaplain Ezell Willis 

 



NEWSLETTER 

 
Please: All submissions to Gator Tales must 

be either emailed to  lhvgatortales@outlook.com 

or a hard copy left in the Gator Tales box in my 

RV port on the table near the entry door. This 

is the only way I can keep everything 

organized. Verbal requests get forgotten. 

If you are submitting information and 

requesting that I make your flyer for you, 

please SUBMIT NO LATER THAN THE 15th of 

the month as this takes additional time. 

 
Also, information for Gator Tales needs to be 
submitted to me by the 20th of each month, 
with NO EXCEPTIONS. There is a blue/gray 
box outside my door in the RV port, you can 
drop your submission, or you can send it to 
the email: lhvgatortales@outlook.com. All 
submissions must be in WORD DOCUMENT 
or PDF with narrow margins. If you need 
assistance with your submissions or have 
any questions about Gator Tales, please 
contact Millie Currey at 315-854-6248 or send 
an email. We are always looking for new ideas 
and ways to improve our community paper. 

 
 

ACTIVITIES CHAIRS 

Activities/Entertainment: 

Larry Quinter (913) 660-6075 

Birthdays/Anniversaries: 
Dona Rawson (863) 547-9326 
 Moreen Martell (320) 310-6012 
Diabetes Support Group: 
Maureen Hatfield (617) 874-7755 
Ladies’ Lunches: 
Maria Combs (863) 438-6643 

PLEASE, IF YOU SIGN UP AND FIND YOU CANNOT ATTEND, 

TEXT OR CALL MARIA AT THE ABOVE NUMBER. 

 
 

BINGO HOURS 

Doors Open: 4:30 ?? 
Food Service: 4:00 ?? 
Selling paper: 5:15-5:45 pm 
Start playing: 6:00 pm 

Don't cook on Monday night, let us do the 

cooking for you. 

FOOD BANK 

Hunger is something no one should 

struggle with – or be judged for. 

 
Donations will be delivered twice a month to 
St. Vincent De Paul Charities. They send their 
gratitude and love to our community. 

 
Non-perishable items and toiletries can be 
dropped off in the back room of the club- 
house. If you would like us to pick up items 
at your home, please call and we would be 
happy to do that. 
Please do not leave items other than food or 
toiletries. 
Dave and Sharyl Graham 
603-915-1757 

 
 

Grandma’s Attic 

All donated and returned medical devices are 

to be left with Chuck Presby, 38 Sargent St. 

(386-402-2409). Please return all borrowed 

items CLEAN. Thank you for all your donations 
over the years. 

 
 
 

LIBRARY 
We want to thank everyone for the books for 
our library. We would like to ask that when you 
bring a book back, please leave it in the 
materials basket. We would like to reshelve 
them ourselves. 

Thank you, 
The Librarians 

mailto:lhvgatortales@outlook.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS and NOTICES 
 
 
 

Bingo Food 

Meals served every Monday night: Eat here or take out. 
 Always looking for volunteers to help with Bingo food and bake desserts. If interested, call Art Stanley  
 863-353-2690. 

Book Club 

Our book for September is All Rivers to the Sea, by Bodie & Brock Thoene. All are welcome to join 

us on the second Saturday of each month at 10:00 in the clubhouse. For more information, contact 

Millie Currey at momcurrey@hotmail.com or text 315-854-6248 

 

Craft Day 
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1:00. 

Diabetes Group 
DIABETES GROUP WILL RESUME ON THE FIRST WED .IN OCT -Wed, the 1st- 7pm- clubhouse. 
Thank you so much -everyone for helping each other. We always welcome new members throughout 
the year. For more info. - Please call Maureen Hatfield at 617-874-7755, 147 Glen Este. 
OUR 2025-2026 schedule of events will be published in the OCTOBER Gator Tales! 
 
Euchre 
  Euchre is on hiatus until fall. 

LHV HOA 
Board and General Meetings will commence in September. Board meeting on Tuesday, September 
2nd and General meeting on Tuesday, September 9th. Watch your calendar. 

 
Paint Class 
  Paint Class will resume in October. 

Sassy Stitchers 

Sassy Stitchers has been suspended until further notice. 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner Etc. 

  Look for host/hostess for our annual Thanksgiving Dinner. We have a possible host/hostess for 
Christmas Dinner (but open to others who might want to host). Our New Year’s Eve Celebration has a 
hostess “with an idea”. Anyone who would like to assist with any of these events, please come to an 
Activities Meetings on the first Tuesday of the month at 11:00, or let our Activities Chairman (Larry 
Quinter) know of your interest. 

 

Yard Sale 

  Our Annual Community Yard Sale will be on November 15th from 9am to 12 noon. Watch next month’s 
Gator Tales for more information.  

    

mailto:momcurrey@hotmail.com


 

 

 

                  
 

115 Silver Crest 

Kathleen Ann Semmler  

         Lauren Ann Nortier-Thornton 

Salvatore Randazzo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Art Stanley—Surgery--Home 

 

Our residents deserve a card from the 

Sunshine Committee when they are ill, 

experience a death in the family or have 

other concerning life issues. 

So, please call me (Carol Gould—863-422- 

5902) and I will deliver a card and kind 

words. If you don’t want to be listed in the 

Gator Tales, just let me know and I will 

abide by your wishes and your name will 

not be forwarded to our Gator Tales editor. 

Thank you, 
Carol 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the family of Marilyn Smith: 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who offered 

support and comfort during the memorial 

service. Your presence, kind words, and 

gestures of sympathy are deeply appreciated. 

We are grateful for your love and support as 

we celebrated Marilyn. Thank you to all who 

attended, brought food and shared their 

memories. We were very 

touched. 
 

 
 

 

                 
Sassy Phillips Sassy, the beloved fur baby of 

Sally Phillips passed over the Rainbow Bridge 

on Monday, August 18, 2025. 

 

Tucker DeVore 

Tucker, the beloved fur baby of Gary & 

Debbie DeVore passed over the Rainbow 

Bridge this past month. 



2nd Gail Urland 
 Tom Travers 
  
3rd Deborah Fierge 
  
4th Julie Ackerson 
  
5th John Plisko 
  
7th Ellie Quinter 
  
8th Brian Lund 
  
12th Dulce Santana 
  
13th John Brock 
 Lyndle Herring 
  
16th Anna Cruz 
   
18th Yolanda Cruz 
  
19th Linda Bialy 
  
21st Wilma Soto 
  
22nd Andy Belski 
  
24th  Eileen LeMay 
  
25th  Karen Patelunas 
  
26th  Barbara Stauffer 
  
28th  Terri Cruz 
  
29th Debbie Evilsizer 
  

2nd John & Carol Lodge 
  
5th Richard & Marian Spiegel 
  
9th Dale & Deborah Fierge 
 Bill & Karen Pentelunas 
  
15th Steve & Laura Miller 
 Mike & Jen Ackley 
  
17th  Terry & Patty Keller 
  
19th Jerry & Shelly Sibila 
  
23rd Walter & Lisa Allen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Celebration   
 
This month of September will be a little JAZZIE 
for the Birthday and Anniversary Celebration. 
  
Please come and enjoy Dave Brubeck  "Take 
Five"  with us.  
 
Ice Cream and/or Cake will be served at 6pm, 
Sunday, September 7th 
                   
Left overs can be taken home for later or to de-
liver to a neighbor. 
 
                    “Everyone Is Welcome." 



Lake Hammock Village Residents Facebook Page 
 

The past several months our resident Facebook page has been going a bit away from its’ intended 

purpose and maybe this information may be a bit helpful. Several have posted that maybe the page 

should be deleted and how sad that would be for those of us who like the information it provides. 

A little history about our site:  

• The site was originally created by a resident who moved here in 2009 and wanted to connect 

with her/his fellow residents. 

• Sometime around 2012-2014 her/his personal page was transferred to Lake Hammock Village, 

with a few rules and/or guidelines to help with the flow of the page. 

• In February 2018 the official title of this Facebook page was changed to be “Lake Hammock 

Village Residents” to differentiate from the corporate community Lake Hammock Village 

Facebook page, since they are two separate entities. (This page is not affiliated in any way 

with management and/or the Lake Hammock Village HOA.  Any complaints should be directed 

to management and not posted on the Residents Facebook page.) 

• At that time, the sole moderator of this site added a couple moderators and/or administrators to 

help with the growing needs.   

 

Additionally, at that time the rules and guidelines were evaluated and updated to facilitate a more 

diplomatic approach to our page.  Those current rules and guidelines are as follows: 

• Be kind and courteous:  We’re all in this together to create a welcoming environment. Let’s 

treat everyone with respect. 

• No hate speech or bullying: Bullying of any kind isn’t allowed and degrading comments 

about people or things will be deleted when requested by other members.  

• No politics: Please keep your political opinions or references off this page.  Any such 

comments will be deleted. 

• Fact Requests: If someone in the group requests Facebook to do a fact check on information 

posted and Facebook determines not all information is correct, then they (Facebook) may 

delete the comments.   

• Keep it LHV related: Remember, this is our community Facebook page, not your personal 

Facebook page.  Content should be relative to our community. 

• Residents Only: This Facebook page is for our residents to share events, happenings and 

newsworthy content related to our community.  To be a member you must reside in the 

community – do not send invite requests to your family members or friends who do not reside 

in Lake Hammock Village. 
 

And finally, if you wish to post “anonymously” then probably what you have to say should not be 

posted.  This site was not intended to be used for negative or anonymous comments.  

Management does not have access to the Residents page. Report any problems to management 

directly. 
 

Thank you and enjoy our Lake Hammock Village Residents Facebook page.  



 
 

 

Veteran of the Year 

It’s that time of the year, to think about and recognize Lake Ham- 

mock Village's Veteran of the Year. The committee wants to hear 

from everyone who has served in any branch of service. Following 

is a form for ALL who have served. Please complete the form if you 

have served in any military capacity and return it to either the office, 

or Joyce Middleton at 50 Sargent St. We want to recognize all 

those who have dedicated their lives, or any part of their lives, in 

service to our great country and ultimately recognize the LHV 2025 

Veteran of the Year. Please feel free to add any additional infor- 

mation that the form may not have requested, and you believe is 

important for this committee to review. Completed forms may be 

dropped off at the office or to Joyce Middleton at 50 Sargent Street 

or to Pam Leland at 69 Sargent Steet. 

Thank you for your time and consideration and reach out to me if 

you have any questions or concerns. 

Joyce Middleton, 50 Sargent St. 

(330) 323-2247 



Veteran of the Year 
Informational Form 

IMPORTANT NOTE:   Please complete this form and return it to the office, or Joyce Middleton at 50 
Sargent St., no later than September 20th, 2025, so the committee can prepare for this year’s Lake 
Hammock Village Veteran of the Year.  The HOA has determined that this year a committee was formed, 
and we would like to hear from each of you regarding your Service experiences.  Thank you for providing 
this information, we want to hear from each of you!! 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________ Lot No: ____________________ 

 

Branch of Service: ______________________________________Dates of Service: ____________________  

 

Position upon Discharge: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Job Duties: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe work Procedures: ______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Served during Wartime: _________________ If yes, please answer the following questions: 

 Which war: ___________________________________ Dates: _____________________________________ 

 Duties and Position during war: ____________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please provide any additional information you want to add: _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please use additional paper or the back of this form if additional space is needed.  



LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, JOIN YOUR 

NEIGHBORS ON SATURDAY EVENINGS! 

Ladies meet Saturdays 

At 6:30—call Wanda 

Stanley for details— 

863-226-7831 

Men meet Saturdays at 

6:00—call Carmine  

Gioiosa for details— 

709-516-9564 

    SPOLIGHT ON 



Potluck 

Join the Bible study group on Wednesday,  

September 10th at 5 P.M. in the clubhouse 

for our monthly potluck. 

All are invited to attend. 

Bring a dish to share and your own beverage. 

 

Join us on the 1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesdays every 

month at 3 P.M. at the clubhouse for a non- 

Denominational time of reading and discussing the 

Bible. 

And every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 5 P.M.  

for our potluck. 

Come weekly or drop in anytime. 

We will be happy to see you. 



 
 

Wii Bowling 
 

Wii Bowling will begin soon so don’t forget to 

Put your teams together and get ready for some fun. More info to 
come soon. If you don’t have four people to bowl, we can put a team 
together for you. Just put your name on the list and you will be 
contacted. Any questions please call Wanda Stanley @ 863-353-2690 

We will start in October so get those teams together now. Sign up 
sheet will go up on Sept. 1st 





The Ark Encounter and so Much More through C & D Tours 
October 27 – November 2, 2025 

 

$ 1895 Single Occupancy $ 1395 Double Occupancy Triple and Quad: upon request 
 

Tour Includes:  
• Deluxe motorcoach transportation  
• 6 night’s accommodations  
• 13 meals (6 Breakfast, 2 Lunches, 5 Dinners)  
• Admission to both the Creation Museum, and Ark Encounter  
• Dinner Cruise on the Ohio River  
• Free time to explore in Helen, GA 
• Helen, GA Festhalle Oktoberfest Celebration  
• Guided tour of Old Friends Farm  
• C & D Tours – Tour Guide  

 

Not Included: Cocktails, in-room movies, telephone calls, and items of a personal nature, baggage handling at 
the hotel or driver’s gratuities.  
 

Please note: Tour is based on a minimum of 40 for the tour to go.  
 

Deposit: Either payment in full at time of sign up or a deposit of $500  
 

Balance Due:  September 1, 2025  
 

Cancellation Penalties:  
60 – 45 days prior     25% 
45 – 30 days prior     50% 
30 – 0 days prior       100%  
 

Trip cancellation/interruption insurance is available at an additional charge. This is strongly suggested, if you 
are concerned about the cancellation penalties, should you have to cancel. Please see the link to Travelsafe 
Insurance on cdtours.net website to receive a quote and purchase insurance. 
 

Gratuities for your motor coach driver are not included. This is a personal gesture and should be done on an 
individual basis. Suggested industry recommendations are $3 to $5 per day per person.  
Responsibility: We strive to make your travel with us as pleasant as possible but are not responsible for any 
failure regarding these arrangements nor are we responsible for any breakdown of equipment. Tour itineraries 
may change without notice due to circumstances beyond our control. C & D Tours acts solely as a coordinator 
of arrangements and expressly disclaims all responsibility for liability whatsoever for loss, damage, injury to 
persons or their property or any additional expenses incurred during a tour under its services or sponsorship. 
We thank you for traveling with us and trust that you will have a pleasurable experience.  
C & D Tours, is registered with the State of Florida as a Seller of Travel Registration #ST36838 
 
For more information on this trip or To Book:  Please call Debbie Siekiera @ 860-888-7462 to sign-up or 
email me @ dlsiekiera@yahoo.com.  

mailto:dlsiekiera@yahoo.com


         At the Emergency Preparedess Team Meeting on August 14, 2025 we 
discussed how a resident can sign up for a Special Needs Shelter account with transportation for 
storm evacuations. You will need to register at:   

 https://snr.flhealthresponse.com/  
The Polk County Special Needs Shelters are located at Tenoroc High School, Ridge Community High 

School, and the Florida Department of Health – Polk County Specialty Care Unit. These sites have 

backup power, and minimal health care professionals on site for assistance. For further assistance 

you can contact the Polk County Emergency Management Dept at (863) 296-7027. 

 



High Wind Event Checklist

High winds are dangerous and can hurt you. High winds can: 

• Cause serious injuries and deaths

• Blow items around, such as lawn furniture or trash cans, turning them into dangerous flying objects.

• Bring down trees, large tree limbs, and power lines on people and buildings. 

• Knock over mobile homes and vehicles. 

• Destroy houses and buildings by removing roofs and walls

You can take action to prepare now for high winds, including tornadoes, to protect yourselves and your loved ones.

Shelter Safely During High Wind Events

Here is what you need to do:

During

Take Action when a storm with strong winds is approaching 

❏  Go to the safest nearby shelter that you have identified — a Safe Room, Storm Shelter, or sturdy building 

❏  Quickly, get inside a sturdy building and go to the basement, or the lowest level. Then, move to a small, interior, windowless 
room. Stay away from glass windows and doors.

❏  Stay inside until weather forecasts or local authorities indicate it is safe to leave.

❏  If you are driving, drive to a nearby sturdy building, and take shelter inside. Do not park or seek shelter under a freeway or 
overpass (or trees).

❏  Plan to get inside a sturdy building BEFORE high 
winds hit. 

❏  Identify a sturdy building at home, at work, at 
school, and near any locations that you frequent 
so you will be able to take shelter quickly, within 
minutes, if there is a warning.

❏  You need to get inside a sturdy building before 
a high wind event hits. A sturdy building is a 
structure with walls and a foundation. Once you 
have identified a sturdy building, plan to shelter in 
the basement or a small, interior, windowless room 
on the lowest level to provide additional protection 
from high winds. 

 There are shelters designed to withstand high 
wind events such as a FEMA Safe Room or ICC 
500 Storm Shelter — find out if they are available 
nearby.

❏  Practice drills with everyone in your household, so 
everyone knows where to go and what to do.

Prepare Now Tips For Different Building Types

If you are in a one or two-story building, plan 
to go to an interior windowless room in the 
basement, or on the lowest level before high 
winds hit. Stay away from glass windows 
and doors.

Mobile, manufactured homes and recreational 
vehicles (RVs) are NOT sturdy buildings and 
are not safe in high winds.

If you live in a mobile home or recreational 
vehicle (RV), identify a sturdy building nearby 
you can get to quickly. Plan to go there well 
before high winds hit and stay in an interior 
windowless room in the basement, or on the 
lowest level. Stay away from glass windows  
and doors.

If you are in a multi-story building, plan to go to 
an interior windowless room in the basement, 
or on the lowest level before high winds hit. 
Stay away from glass windows and doors.

325501-26 7/24



Sheriff Grady Corner 

                                                       

 

Schools Are Now In Session 
 

With the new school year starting, and as our county continues to grow, 

there is a lot more traffic on the roads.  

 

Now there will be children walking and biking to school. Please watch out 

for them and allow extra travel time for local travel because the roads are 

going to be busy, slowdown in school zones, and look out for school buses 

that are stopped picking up and letting off our most precious resource, you 

know our children. 

 

Remember, school buses now have cameras to document those who pass 

stopped school buses, and I don’t want to see anyone get a traffic citation, 

so please be safe.  

 

Let’s make this a great school year!  
 
 

 

 



Crossword #17

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

Across

1. Ballroom move

5. Skirt feature, sometimes

9. M, to Einstein

13. Study aide

15. Garden walkway

16. Death notice, briefly

17. Addams Family's 
Fester, e.g.

18. Law firm newbie

20. Something huge

22. Seller of Alaska in 
1867

23. UPC part

24. Foreshadow

25. In the direction of

28. Big bully

29. SNL segments

30. Refinery residue

31. Scruff of the neck

35. Biblical boat

36. Understanding

39. Greyhound, e.g.

40. Commuter line

42. Right on the map?

43. Seize illegally

45. Abstract style of the 
'60s

47. In a monotonous way

48. Merlot, for one

51. "___ here long?"

52. Embroidered hole

53. Success at the expense 
of others

57. Anteater's cousin

59. "The Audacity of 
Hope" author

60. Big cat

61. Palindromic term of 
address

62. Xbox enthusiast

63. Repair, as clothing

64. Nose out

65. Tear apart

Down

1. Concert memento

2. It can be hard to carry, 
for some

3. Cut into glass

4. Skunk

5. Sudden gush

6. Whip's blow

7. "___ a deal!"

8. Leaving no stone 
unturned

9. Wet

10. Put down

11. Peaceful protest

12. Place of another

14. Penitent's emotion

19. Rudely terse

21. Neil Simon's couple

24. Chris of "Jurassic 
World"

25. Ivan the Terrible, e.g.

26. Creole veggie

27. Online prefix with -
pedia

28. Great time

30. Flat replacement

32. Go up against

33. Knitting stitch

34. Perceive

37. In the _____... (for 
now)

38. Christmas crackler

41. Area prone to flooding

44. Marine hazard

46. ___ Piper

47. Attorney's charge

48. Bailiwick

49. Eagle's home (var.)

50. Exorcist's target

51. Ecological community

53. Stars and Stripes, e.g.

54. British title

55. Word said before 
opening the eyes

56. Fabric quantity

58. Little fella

Free printable courtesy of PrintitFree.net



 





LHV CRAFTERS’ CORNER 

LHV RESIDENTS’ CORNER 

A Place for our Residents’ Services 



 



  
  

Brown Insurance Group  

Complete Retirement Services  
  

Annuities, Life Insurance, 401 and IRA Roll overs, 
and Medicare Plans  

  
863-651-7784  

  
David Brown  

  Independent Agent  
    Dbrown0115@gmail.com  

  
  
  
  
  
  

 



SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CGC# 004138

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER

IH# 102549/1 

863.812.4741     800.681.3772
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