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Jimmy Durante, (by Tim Hansel) 

 

There's a wonderful story about Jimmy Durante, one of the great entertainers whose career spanned 

five decades (20s -70s). 

 He was asked to be a part of a show for World War II veterans. He told them his schedule was very 

busy, and he could afford only a few minutes, but if they wouldn't mind his doing one short monologue 

and immediately leaving for his next appointment, he would come. Of course, the show's director 

agreed happily. 

But when Jimmy got on stage, something interesting happened. He went through the short 

monologue and then stayed. The applause grew louder and louder and he kept staying. Pretty soon, 

he had been on fifteen, twenty, then thirty minutes. Finally, he took a last bow and left the stage. 

Backstage someone stopped him and said, "I thought you had to go after a few minutes. What 

happened?" 

Jimmy answered, "I did have to go, but I can show you the reason I stayed. You can see for yourself if 

you'll look on the front row." In the front row were two men, each of whom had lost an arm in the war. 

One had lost his right arm, and the other had lost his left. Together, they were able to clap, and that's 

exactly what they were doing, loudly and cheerfully.   

As we start this new year, let us remember that each of us has gifts that can help others, and there 

are those around us that are ready to help us with their unique gifts. We all have been blessed by 

God with special abilities that’s waiting to be used in a surprising way. So, don’t be selfish, picky or 

just unwilling to share what God has freely given you. Let each of us do our very best to bring joy 

throughout the year to those in our path. 

Go out of your way to bless those you may not like (for whatever reason) this year. 

Chaplain Ezell Willis 
 



Heiler Communities now 
accepts online payments!

Increase visibility
Instantly view your 
payment history. 
Plus pay quickly with 
a credit card, debit 
card, e-check,  ACH 
or even PayPal.

Why pay online?

Save time & money
Set up an AutoPay to 
save time and prevent 
late fees.

Get help
Call 24/7 for support 
or to pay over the 
phone.

Getting started

Step 1
Visit: the payment 
portal

Step 2
Click “Get started” 

Step 3
Enter your account 
number, First/Last 
name, email and 
create a password

Step 4
Agree to the terms 
and conditions and 
click “create 
account”

Step 5
Make a one-time 
payment or set up 
an AutoPay

Safely & quickly pay 
your rent from 
anywhere!

Payments processed by Zego | 866-729-5327 | support.gozego.com | https://gozego.force.com/residents/s/ 1

Pay securely
Zego uses the highest 
security measures and 
is PCI Level 1 
compliant.

Protect your funds
Reduce your paper trail 
by paying online. Checks 
have your personal 
information printed and 
can easily get lost, stolen 
or misplaced.

https://www.paylease.com/index_out.php?pm_id=116973985
https://www.paylease.com/index_out.php?pm_id=116973985
https://gozego.force.com/residents/s/


A more convenient way to pay
Your community now accepts payments using a credit card, debit card, or your bank account. Please 
note fees apply. Please ask your Community Manager for your account number to enroll.

Get started today
■ Visit the Paylease.com payment website by scanning the QR code above or go to 

payments.heilercommunities.com
■ Register for a new account
■ Enter your account number, primary resident’s Last Name, email and create a password
■ Make a one-time payment or set up AutoPay

SCAN THE CODE BELOW TO REGISTER AND PAY RENT ONLINE! 

Heiler Communities now 
Accepts Payments 

Online! 



NEWSLETTER   
 

Please: All submissions to Gator Tales must 

be either emailed to  lhvgatortales@outlook.com 

or a hard copy left in the Gator Tales box in my 

RV port on the table near the entry door.  This 

is the only way I can keep everything  

organized. Verbal requests get forgotten.  

If you are submitting information and request-

ing that I make your flyer for you, please sub-

mit no later than the 15th of the month as this 

takes additional time. 

Also, information for Gator Tales needs to be 
submitted to me by the 20th of each month, NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  There is a blue/gray box outside 
my door in the RV port, you can drop your stuff, 
or you can send it to the email:  
lhvgatortales@outlook.com.  Please submit 
emails in WORD DOCUMENT.  If you need as-
sistance with your submissions or have any ques-
tions about Gator Tales, please contact Millie 
Currey at 315-854-6248 or send an email.   
We are always looking for new ideas and ways to 
improve our community paper.   

 

 

   ACTIVITIES CHAIRS 

Activities/Entertainment:   

 Pat Gagne (603) 340-4734  

Birthdays/Anniversaries:   

 Dona Rawson (863) 547-9326      
 Sharyl Graham (603) 915-1757       
 Audrey Gioiosa (708) 906-9817 
Diabetes Support Group:   
 Maureen Hatfield (617) 874-7755  
Ladies’ Lunches:    
 Maria Combs (863) 438-6643   

             

 

          BINGO HOURS 

Door Open: 4:30 
Food Service: 4:30 

Selling paper: 5:15-5:45 pm   
Start playing: 6:00 pm  
 

 Back to a full meal schedule! 

   Don't cook on Monday night, let us do the cook-

ing for you.   

   

      

FOOD BANk 
Thank you to everyone who gave 
generously during hurricane Mil-
ton. It was very much appreciat-
ed. 
 

Donations will be delivered twice a month to St. 

Vincent De Paul Charities. They send their grati-

tude and love to our community. 

 
Non-perishable items and toiletries can be 

dropped off in the back room of the clubhouse. If 

you would like us to pick up items at your home 

please call and we would be happy do that. 

Dave and Sharyl Graham 

603-915-1757 

 

 

Grandma’s Attic   

All donated and returned medical devices are 

to be left with Chuck Presby, 38 Sargent St. 

(386-402-2409). Please return all borrowed 

items CLEAN. Thank you for all your donations 

over the years. 

 

 

                                          LIBRARY   

We want to thank everyone for the books for 
our library. We would like to ask that when you 
bring a book back, please leave it in the materi-
als basket. We would like to reshelve them our-
selves.   

Thank You, 
The Librarians 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Ackerson—Hospital—Home 

Brin McDonald—Surgery—Home 

Bob Cappell—Hospital—Home 

 

LET US ALL KEEP THE HINTSALA FAMILY IN 

OUR PRAYERS. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please call if you know of a resident that has 

been ill or hospitalized so that Carol can send 

cards. This is the only way she knows who to 

send them to. Carol Gould 863-422-5902 

 

Mark Anthis Family—Stacy--spouse 

 

People we’ve lost in 2023/2024 

Stephen Morris        Al Andrieux (Andrew)      

Vita DeStefano         David Hernandez        

Pete Howerton          Phillip Ray       

Barbara Travers        Perky Schmauder 

Mark Anthis      

Former Residents     Ron Raddon 

                                  Lloyd Larry 

                                  Herman Biba 

 

      

 

 

 



 
1st  Carol Lodge     
 Norman Baczkiewicz     
 Clark Smith 
 
4th Laura Miller 
 
5th Garry Stanley  
 
9th John Stamps 
 
10th Don Nolan 
 
11th Alice Larson 
 
12th Jerry Sibila 
 
13th Jim Currey 
 
14th Joan Butler     
 Ken Hendges   
 Yolanda Lopez 
 
17th Sharyl Graham    
 David Smith 
 
19th Kathy Duel       
 Cindy Lyon     
 Moreen Martell 
 
22nd Tami Frech    
   Bill Patelunes 
  
23rd  Florence Browning 
 
24th  Joyce Wright 
 
29th David Butcher 
 

21st Jim & Bonnie Fischer 
 Perry & Cheryl Wolfe 
 

30th  Bruce & Eileen LeMay 

 
 
 
 
 
   Birthday and Anniversary Celebration 
 
Thanks to Maria Combs, my husband and I en-
joyed a very sweet Birthday Celebration on De-
cember 15th with all the December Birthday  
honorees.   The cake was very enjoyable. 
 
ANYONE WANTING TO SPONSOR A BIRTH-
DAY /ANNIVERSARY MONTH 
IN  2025--- PLEASE LET ME KNOW. 
 
My Calendar for next year will be double month 
celebrations, same as before. 
January /February will be Celebrated on Febru-
ary 2nd 
March /April will be Celebrated on April 6th 
May /June will be Celebrated on June 8th 
July /August will be Celebrated on August 3rd 
September /October will be Celebrated on Oc-
tober 5th 
November will be Celebrated on November 2nd 
And Maria will be arranging the December Cel-
ebration--- Date to be arranged. 
Remember --- Everyone is invited to share with 
our birthday buddies.' 
Your Hosts, Dona Rawson, Audrey Gioiosa, 
and Shirley Smith  
Dona's contact number 863-547-9326. 



UPCOMING EVENTS and NOTICES  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM OUR HOA 

NO UPDATES! The pool, pavilion and back patio of the clubhouse will be closed and off limits to all 
residents and bingo players for about two weeks starting December 2nd. 
 

The dog run should be finished by the end of the year.  
 

The clubhouse roof will be done sometime around late December or sooner 
 

Painting of the inside and maintenance of the outside of the clubhouse will be sometime in January. 
 

Bingo Food  

Bingo food is back to full meals. Be sure to sign up each week for your meal to eat-in or take-
out. 
Always looking for volunteers to help with Bingo food and to bake desserts. If interested, call Art Stanley 
863-353-2690.  
 

Book Club  

Our book for January is Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. All are welcome to join us on the 
second Saturday of each month at 10:00 in the clubhouse. 
 
Craft Day 
New LHV activity. Meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1:00. 
 

Diabetes Group  

The DIABETES Brainstorming group is meeting - 
TUESDAY JAN.7TH. CLUBHOUSE 
NOTE CHANGE OF DATE for January ONLY!  TOPIC: DIABETES MEDS; CERTIFIED DIABETES 
PHARMACISTS  
This is our 4th season! New members are always welcome. For more information, please call Maureen 
Hatfield 617-874-7755. 147 Glen Este. 
 

Euchre 
Euchre is returning to LHV. Starting Thursday, January 2nd at 6:30 and every Thursday until further 
notice. See flyer in Gator Tales. 
 

LHV HOA 
ANNUAL MEETING TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 AT 7:00. VOTING!!! 
The first Tuesday of the month is the HOA Board Meeting at 7:00 and the Second Tuesday of the month 
is the HOA General Meeting at 7:00. All LHV residents are welcome to both meetings unless otherwise 
posted. 
 

Paint Class 
Paint Class has resumed.  
Come join the fun…don’t need to be a “painter”. Learn as you go! 
Any questions, contact Joyce Middleton, 50 Sargent St, 330-323-2247 
 

Sassy Stitchers 
Sassy Stitchers has changed their schedule. They will meet in the Clubhouse on fourth Tuesday each 
month at 1:00. 
 

Valentine’s Dinner 
On (or near) February 14th. LOOKING FOR HOST/HOSTESS! 
 
 
 
 



NOW ON THURSDAYS 

STARTING JANUARY 2nd, 2025  

AT THE CLUBHOUSE 

TIME: 6:30 PM 

 

$1.00 and nickels (all money returned each 
night) 

 

NEW PLAYERS WELCOMED 



 

 
 

 
 

Christine Stedman is a 31-year comedy 

veteran who’s done it all.  She regularly 

worked in Vegas and Atlantic City as well 

as comedy clubs and theaters across the 

country. 

 

She was also frequently a guest on the 

Bob & Tom syndicated radio show and was a finalist on 

Nick@Nite’s SEARCH FOR THE FUNNIEST MOM IN AMERICA 

competition. 

 

She is unfiltered and unapologetic on stage and is relatable to 

men and women alike and can be best described as One Funny 

Mother! 

 

Laughter strengthens your immune system, boosts 

mood, diminishes pain, and protects you from the 

damaging effects of stress. 

 

Tickets are $10.00 for paid HOA members and $15.00 for all 

others, quantity is limited so get your ticket(s) now from Laura 

#136, Sue #66, or Jenn #47. 

 

Light snacks will be provided but bring your 

own drink. 

 

Featuring Christine Stedman 
Saturday, January 18, 2025 

8:00 pm 
LHV Clubhouse 

 

 

 





A FREE event for residents who 

wear a “hat” - even a hairpin 

counts!  $3 for guests. 



LAKE HAMMOCK VILLAGE CHRISTMAS GIFT EEXHANGE 

OUR 

GIFTS 

              OUR  

                             GOODIES 

 

                     AND BELOW,  

                 OUR  ATTENDEES! 

 ART STANLEY &                           OUR HOSTESS          WANDA STANLEY & 

                               MARILYN SMITH                       MARIA COMBS           ERICK LARSON 

LEFT: JOAN BUTLER, PAT GAGNE, 

BRIN MCDONALD, DEB HALL & PAM 

LELAND 

 

 

RIGHT: LAURA MILLER, JENN ACKLEY, 

SUE SMITH AND DEBRA KEMP. 

WANDA STANLEY (MARIA’S ELF) &   BRIN MCDONALD, DEB HALL   DARLENE DAVIS & 

                      MILLIE CURREY       PAM LELAND & JONNIE ALMS             JOAN BUTLER 



Sheriff Grady Corner 

                                                       

Dear Friend, 
 

As many of you already know, I’m a bit frugal. Making the best use of tax payers' dollars 

has always been a top priority of mine. 

  

One way we do this at the Sheriff’s Office is through the Polk County Jail Inmate Work 

Program. This is an alternative sentencing program aimed at helping to transform jail 

inmates convicted of crimes into better citizens through hard work and community 

service. 

  

Inmates who have committed certain non-violent crimes have the opportunity for a 

judge to sentence them to the program, giving the inmate the ability to pay their debt to 

society while saving taxpayers' money by controlling the numbers of inmates in jail. 

Inmates can work during the week or on the weekend, which allows them to continue to 

support their families and pay restitution. 

  

Recently, the Inmate Work Program completed 266 projects for the county and cities. 

Inmates also picked up trash along roadways and cleaned up parks, schools, public 

facilities, and cemeteries. Inmates collected 13,832 bags of trash, 4,057 discarded tires, 

and cleaned almost 702 miles of roads. 
 

The inmates worked more than 121,891 hours and ultimately saved taxpayers 

$1,239,631.47 (calculated at a conservative $10.00 per hour). In addition, the inmates 

themselves pay to participate in the program, funding the cost of the program. 
 

The program is truly a great return on investment; the taxpayers benefit, society benefits 

from cleaner and more beautiful roads and parks; and hopefully, the men and women in 

the program will become better stewards in the community and feel proud that their hard 

work has made Polk County an even better place to live, work, and play. 
 
  





Crossword #10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54

55 56

Across

1. One-upped

7. Stair part

12. Disinclined

13. Like many Disney 
films

17. Indicate

18. Rub the wrong way

19. Disturb

20. Stevie Wonder's 
"My Cherie ____"

21. Destroy the interior 
of

22. Marine mammal

23. Kind of tide

24. Awaited

25. Tune for two

26. Rip apart

27. Underground worker

28. Christmas 
decoration

30. NYC sight

31. Meditation location

32. Bathroom units

36. Suffix with 
"skeptic"

37. Snack time for some

38. Assumed name

41. RC, e.g.

42. Arch type

43. Batter's ploy

44. Duck's home

45. Flash memory 
precursor

46. Star on Broadway

47. Sweater size

48. God with a hammer

49. One who's owed

51. Elizabeth II's 
husband

53. Camper's supply

54. "Catch-22" author

55. Panama passage

56. Black-tie

Down

1. Youngest Lincoln

2. Introductory musical 
piece

3. Regretful

4. Working class

5. Perfume ingredient

6. Sandra of "Gidget"

7. Clothing

8. Bit of progress

9. Pancake topping 
(var.)

10. Mideast chief

11. Stool pigeon

14. Add at the end

15. Musical composition

16. Block

20. Regarding, old-style

22. Glade's target

24. Library regular

26. Quantity of paper

27. Land or stream 
starter

29. Predicament

30. Musical conclusion

32. Spanish squiggle

33. Chinese food 
appetizers

34. Scientific ideas

35. Petunia part

37. AKC reject

38. Taken ____

39. Filthy money

40. Place in a grave

41. Mexican beer

44. Eucharist plate

45. Early anesthetic

47. One of the Simpsons

50. Elmer, to Bugs

51. High degree

52. Be a busybody

Free printable courtesy of PrintitFree.net



 

 



LHV Crafters’ Corner 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Need personalized gifts for that favorite someone? Put 

photos on mugs, mouse pads, cutting boards, etc. 

Special party favors and more…….. 
 
 
 
 

 



LHV Residents Corner 
 

A Place for our Residents Services 

 

 
 

Handy Man at your Service 

 
Jerry Sibila 

Cell: 910-876-7221 

64 Sargent St. 

 
 

 

 
No job too small!! Give me a call and we can 

discuss what you need done. 

Floors – Plumbing – Ceiling Fans – Painting – - 

Household Repairs – Bathroom Remodel – Kitchen 

Remodel – New Windows - ETC. 

 

 
 

 

I do alterations, mending, sewing!!  

Years of experience from Weddings to replacing zipper.  

I  a l s o  d o  h o u s e c l e a n i n g  

Call: “863-307-7206” or email “jultz56@yahoo.com” 

 

Julie Camp 

113 Reineke 

mailto:jultz56@yahoo.com


  
  

Brown Insurance Group  

Complete Retirement Services  
  

Annuities, Life Insurance, 401 and IRA Roll overs, 
and Medicare Plans  

  
863-651-7784  

  
David Brown  

  Independent Agent  
    Dbrown0115@gmail.com  

  
  
  
  
  
  

 



422-2295 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL 
 

 

 

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 
 

803 Nilsen Street 
 Haines City, FL 33844  

Lic. #CMC056880 
www.wattsac.com 

 
 
 
      CLEAN &  
          CHECK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wattsac.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

LICENSED

INSURED

BONDED

STATE CERTIFIED
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CGC# 004138

STATE LICENSED
MOBILE HOME INSTALLER

IH# 102549/1 

863.812.4741     800.681.3772



 

Missing or torn insulation and vapor barrier can allow 

moisture, mold and mildew to build up, and  

provide access to insects and rodents into your home! 

Call today for a FREE Under Home Inspection  

                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                  

                                                                                        

 
 

    

  
  

To our valued customers  
   During the current times we wanted to let you know that we 
are taking as many precautions as we can to ensure not only 
or workers safety  but yours as well  We check workers 
temperatures each morning and have limited the amount of 
contact our crews have with each other  Our crews work in 
Tyvek suits with respirators which helps to ensure your safety 
as well as theirs  
   As a company  we want your business and there is no need 
for any contact if you so choose  Our business is deemed an 
“Essential Business” and we are here for you when you need 
us  You can schedule your inspection by calling 1-800-681-
3772  
 
 Wishing you good health and safety  

The Florida Anchor & Barrier Team 

State Certified General Contractor CGC#004138  
State Licensed Mobile Home Contractor #IH/102549/1  

   Insured-Bonded-  Workman's Compensation Insurance  

Family Owned & Operated    BBB      Senior or Military Discounts  
 

We also Fi Soft Floors! 

ESTIMATES  

ALWAYS FREE 

OVER 10,000  

VAPOR BARRIERS 

 INSTALLED  

 



The DIABETES BRAINSTORMING GROUP 2024-2025 
CALENDAR 

 

All meetings at 7pm clubhouse-First Wed. of the month. 

All residents are welcome to attend. 
 
 
Jan.7th-New Diabetes meds; certified diabetes pharmacists  
 
Feb 5th- Challenges 
 
March 5th- Water 
 
April 2-Your topic, Your way  
 
May 7th -Recap Potluck!                                                       
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